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AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VILSACK ANNOUNCES $117.3 MILLION FOR RURAL WATER PROJECTS

Recovery Act Funds Will Help Improve Infrastructure in Three Illinois Communities

WASHINGTON, November 18, 2009 — Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced the selection of $117.3 million in water and environmental project loans and grants that are being funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  


 “Recovery Act projects are helping rural communities of all sizes build a foundation for economic strength, future prosperity, and a healthy environment," said Vilsack. "The 31 water and wastewater projects we're announcing today are helping to achieve the Obama Administration's economic recovery goals to rebuild and revitalize the nation's infrastructure while creating or retaining jobs."


Three Illinois applicants were selected to receive $2,444,000 in loan and grants.  The loans, with 40 years at interest rates below market, and grants for the water and sewer projects 

· Village of Waggoner - $474,000 loan; $466,000 grant, water system improvements

· EJ Water Cooperative, Inc.; $416,000 loan; $140,000 grant – water system extension

· Village of Steward - $642,000 loan; $306,000 grant, wastewater treatment system

Rural Development funds will be used to construct a sanitary sewage collection system for the Village of Steward. Approximately 2 ½ miles of main will be constructed in the Village to connect to a lift station on the edge of town. The lift station will then pump sewage through a 3 mile force main that discharges to a manhole on the City of Rochelle’s sanitary sewer collection system. The sewage will them be treated at the City of Rochelle’s sewage treatment facility. This project will serve approximately 275 residents in the Village of Steward which are currently using privately owned septic systems for sewage.

Waggoner-Funds will be used to renovate their current water system by adding/replacing approximately 2,100’ of 6” lines, 13,700’ of 4” inch lines, fire/flushing hydrants, meter pits with meters and other appurtenances.  This project will alleviate the boil orders that the Village are continually under due to line breaks.  

For example, in Anderson, S.C., Starr-Iva Water and Sewer District has been selected to receive a $3.2 million loan and a $2.7 million grant to provide new water system to more than 400 residents of Anderson County.  The new system will replace individual wells - many with poor water quality.  The new water system will allow for better fire protection services and economic development opportunities for the community. 
The city of Swainsboro, GA., was selected to receive a $6.4 million loan and $7.2 million grant to repair and renovate a wastewater treatment plant including installing a new main line, repairing of a pump station and collection lines.  Emanuel County has a population of 6,943 and is a persistent poverty county. The city is under an existing Environmental Protection Division consent order that will be removed with completion of these improvements.  
Altogether, USDA has announced $1.96 billion for water and environmental project loans and grants, benefiting people throughout the country.

The ARRA funding announced today is being administered by USDA Rural Development’s Water and Environmental Program which provides loans and grants to ensure that the necessary investments are made in water and wastewater infrastructure to deliver safe drinking water and protect the environment in rural areas. 

Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]