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Callahan Announces Rural Development Road Show

Champaign, Ill., Nov. 12, 2010—State Rural Development Director Colleen Callahan is taking her message to the residents of rural Illinois.  Rural Development has millions of dollars designated for rural communities, businesses and homebuyers through the American Recovery and Rehabilitation Act, and Callahan wants to make sure that the people in towns, cities and rural areas are aware of the availability of these resources.  A meeting is scheduled in Edwardsville on Thursday, Nov. 19.

“An unprecedented amount of funding is available to help meet the needs of rural Illinois,” Callahan said.  “My goal is to see that as much of this money as possible is used to create job opportunities, provide needed infrastructure and services, and ensure quality of life in the Land of Lincoln.”


Callahan and agency specialists are conducting meetings in throughout the state during November to share information about their programs and the possibilities available to individuals, public bodies, non-profit and for-profit organizations.  Specialists will be available following the opening presentation to talk specifically about business, community, water system and housing programs and the process of applying for funding.  

Thursday’s meeting in Edwardsville is scheduled from 10:00 a.m. to noon at Morris University Center at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, 200 University Park Drive.  Registration is free, however seating is limited.  Please call 618-993-5396 ext. 4 or email Rusty.Wanstreet@il.usda.gov if you plan to attend.  Reservations are not required.  Another meeting is scheduled in Kankakee on Nov. 23.  For details on that location, call the Rural Development State Office at 217-403-6202 or email Patience.Helmuth@il.usda.gov. 

Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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