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Rural Development Announces Funding to Construct Healthcare Facility 


Champaign, Ill., Dec. 12, 2009—USDA Rural Development State Director Colleen Callahan announced $6.96 million in funding to Fairfield Memorial Hospital (FMH) to construct a medical arts complex.  The 25,000 square foot complex will house 12 separate physician office practices.  The announcement was made at the agency’s Open House in Champaign on Dec. 9.

The funding includes a $2.75 million low-interest loan from Rural Development and the agency’s guarantee of the hospital’s $4.21 million loan with Fairfield National Bank. 
“It is our honor to be here in Champaign and accept this gift of financing for our hospital project,” said FMH Chief Executive Officer Katherine Bunting.  “This addition to our hospital would not have been possible if not for the professional and accessible individuals of Rural Development.”
The medical arts building will be the permanent home of Horizon Healthcare, the hospital’s rural health clinic which has been housed temporarily in two modular buildings while the new facility was being developed. With the new space, FMH will pursue professional staff with specialties in orthopedics, oncology, cardiology, family medicine, internal medicine, urology, pulmonology, and otolaryngology. The complex will have 24 examining rooms, two procedure rooms, private waiting areas for each specialist, a laboratory and large multi-purpose area.
“We have $27 million this current fiscal year to help smaller communities, and Fairfield Memorial Hospital’s new clinic is a good example of what we can do to help these communities address their needs,” said Rural Development Director Callahan.  
The agency makes loans, grants and guarantees of loan with local lenders available to public bodies and non-profit organizations for community projects.  The funding can be used to help build facilities and purchase equipment that support public safety, public services and health care in communities with up to 20,000 people.  

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative applied to Rural Development for a $740,000 interest-free loan for the purpose of re-lending the funds at no interest to FMH for construction of the clinic.  The cooperative hopes to be notified soon about the success of their application.
FMH has been serving Wayne County for 60 years.  Besides the 25-bed critical access hospital, they currently also operate a 30-bed skilled nursing unit and 104-bed nursing home.  
-more-

“Through this medical office complex, Fairfield Memorial Hospital is developing a health care delivery system designed to meet the needs and expectations of our citizens,” Bunting said.  “Not only will this office building house our own employed primary care physicians, but we will have the space needed to accommodate many of the specialists that our community members currently have to drive out of town to see.

“This project allows us to take responsibility for our own future by establishing a structure that gives a solid foundation for our healthcare’s growth and stability.”

“With the addition of the rural health clinic, FMH will increase the exceptional healthcare opportunities it provides to the 38,000 residents in Wayne and neighboring Edwards County,” Callahan said.  “As a large employer in the county, the expansion of their services will likely show an economic benefit to the area as well.”
In addition to Dr. Bunting, hospital representatives attending the announcement were CFO Michael Brown and Board Member Martha Heflin.  Also participating was Rodney Davis from the office of Congressman John Shimkus.

“The citizens of Wayne County and Fairfield Memorial Hospital thank you, Rural Development, for your understanding of communities like ours,” Bunting said.  “It is your dedication for helping others that makes Illinois the great state for families like ours."
Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Caption:  Fairfield Memorial Hospital’s Board Member Martha Heflin, CFO Michael Brown and CEO Katherine Bunting accept a check from Rural Development State Director Colleen Callahan at a presentation in Champaign.  The nearly $7 million will allow the hospital to build its rural healthcare center.
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
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