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It’s Not Too Late for Recovery Act Funding

Champaign, Ill., Dec. 4, 2009—The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, or ARRA, has made millions of dollars available through USDA Rural Development to help small Illinois communities address their needs.  “This funding offers us with unprecedented opportunities in rural Illinois,” said Colleen Callahan, State Director for Rural Development in Illinois.  “My goal is to see that as much of this money as possible is used to create jobs and provide needed infrastructure and services in our rural communities.”

Rural Development received $28 billion, more than half of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s allocation of ARRA funding.  The funds are to be used through six of the agency’s existing programs, specifically to improve water, housing, business, community and broadband opportunities in rural areas of our country.  Ample funding is still available in those programs with the exception of guaranteed housing loans. 

 “There isn’t much that we can’t help with,” Callahan said. “We have more than 40 programs that are available to local governments, non-profit and for-profit organizations, cooperatives, individuals, and businesses.  When the ARRA funding is no longer available after September 2010, we will continue to have funding for grants and affordable loans for a nearly limitless list of projects.”

Rural Development, like EPA, has funds to build, repair or expand water and wastewater systems.  However, the terms are different, allowing towns and water companies to choose which terms best suits their needs.  While EPA is the leader in helping improve water and sewer systems throughout the state, Rural Development focuses its efforts on water and sewer projects in rural areas and communities with populations of less than 10,000.  The agencies work together to ensure that Illinois residents have a good supply of safe water. 

Besides water projects, the agency provides low-cost financing and grants to public entities for projects that support community and business development.  Community Facilities funding can help to develop health care, public safety and public service facilities. Recently Rural Development helped local governments build a clinic, a county assisted living facility and a fire station; improve a township library, county court house and jail; and purchase police cars, ambulances and fire trucks.  

To create jobs, the agency helps public bodies develop business opportunities with grants or loans.  Funds have been used to capitalize revolving loan programs for local businesses, as well as buy and develop land, construct business or industrial parks, and make infrastructure improvements that encourage businesses to locate or expand in rural communities.

-more-
“All it takes is a call to one of our 12 offices in Illinois to find out if there is a way we can help,” Callahan said.  For information on the nearest Rural Development office, check online at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il/ao-list.htm or call the state office at (217) 403-6202. 

To foster growth in homeownership, business and community development, and technology infrastructure, Rural Development also provides financing and technical assistance to individuals and organizations.  More information on USDA Rural Development programs is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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