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Media Advisory

Contact: Brian Buehler, Public Affairs: Phone (517) 324-5204 E-mail brian.buehler@mi.usda.gov
USDA Approves Funds for Freeport Water System 
EAST LANSING, Mich. – March 19, 2004 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture has approved an $850,000 loan to the village of Freeport for repairs to its existing municipal water system.

“This funding reflects the Bush Administration’s commitment to sustaining our rural communities,” said Dale Sherwin, state director for USDA Rural Development.

The Rural Development loan will finance an extensive renovation to the village’s water system. The planned project includes replacing about 8,000 feet of water lines, installation of a new well and resurfacing the inside of the community’s water tower. The renovations will correct violations cited by the Michigan Department of Environmental quality for deficient water capacity.

The project will improve water service for about 185 homes and businesses. Funds for the project will be available once the terms and conditions of the funding are met. Terms of the loan include an annual interest rate of 4.5 percent over 40 years.

   Rural Development administers housing; business and industry; and community development loan and grant programs. In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $358 million in loan and grant financing in rural Michigan. 
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