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Media Advisory

Contact: Brian Buehler, Public Affairs: Phone (517) 324-5204 E-mail brian.buehler@mi.usda.gov
USDA Approves Funding for New Water System
EAST LANSING, Mich. – March 15, 2004 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture has approved $4.27 million in funding to Saginaw County to finance a new water system to serve residents of Merrill and Jonesfield Township.

“Supporting infrastructure projects like this one is part of the Bush Administration’s policy to support investment in rural America,” said Dale Sherwin, state director of USDA Rural Development.

The funding from Rural Development includes a $1,855,000 grant and a loan of $2,415,000. The funds will be used to construct a new water system to serve residents of Merrill and parts of Jonesfield Township. The planned project includes the installation of about 47,800 feet of water mains, a 200,000-gallon water tower and two municipal wells.

The new water system will provide water to residents who currently rely on private wells. Many private wells have been failing due to irrigation for agriculture. The planned system will provide a reliable source of safe drinking water for about 446 rural homes and businesses.

The funds will be made available once the terms and conditions of the funding are met. Terms of the loan include an annual interest rate of 4.5 percent over 40 years.
Committed to the Future of Rural Communities

Rural Development administers housing; business and industry; and community development loan and grant programs. In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $358 million in loan and grant financing in rural Michigan. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.

Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: 

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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