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Media Advisory

Contact: Brian Buehler, Public Affairs: Phone (517) 324-5204 E-mail brian.buehler@mi.usda.gov
Clare County to Receive Housing Preservation Grant

EAST LANSING, Mich. – July 6, 2004 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture has awarded a $70,000 grant to renovate water and septic services for owner-occupied homes in Clare County.

“This grant is part of the Bush Administration’s effort to improve the quality of life in rural America. Not only will this grant help improve the quality of life for low-income homeowners, it will preserve affordable housing for the future,” said Dale Sherwin, state director for USDA Rural Development.

Rural Development will award the grant to the Clare County Housing Commission. The funds will be used to repair or install water and waste disposal service to about 18 owner-occupied homes in the county, said Mary Prokos, housing commission director. The grant funds can also be used for related plumbing repairs in the home, she added. Sherwin will present the grant at the Thursday meeting of the Clare County Enterprise Community Board of Directors. 

Homeowners who make 80 percent or less of the county’s median income are eligible for home repair assistance under the grant. The maximum income eligible for assistance ranges from $27,400 for a single-person household to $42,250 for a five-person household. To apply for assistance, or for more information, contact the Clare County Housing Commission at (989) 559-2761. 
The housing preservation grant for Clare County came from funds set aside for federally-designated Enterprise Communities. Clare County was designated an Enterprise Community in 1997.
Event Information
WHAT: 
Housing Preservation Grant Presentation

WHO:
Rural Development, Clare County and Clare County Enterprise Community 


representatives.

WHEN: 
10 a.m. Thursday



July 8, 2004

WHERE: Clare County Courthouse, Meeting Room A


 Harrison, Mich.

   Rural Development administers housing; business and industry; and community development loan and grant programs. In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $358 million in loan and grant financing in rural Michigan. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.

Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: 

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410

