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Media Advisory

Contact: Brian Buehler, Public Affairs: Phone (517) 324-5204 E-mail brian.buehler@mi.usda.gov
USDA Approves Water Funds for Mills Township
EAST LANSING, Mich. – July 1, 2004 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture has approved nearly $3.3 million in funding to provide water service to Mills Township.

“These funds demonstrate the Bush Administration’s commitment to improving the quality of life in rural America,” said Dale Sherwin, state director for USDA Rural Development.

The funding from Rural Development includes a $1,445,000 grant and a loan of $1,847,000. Residents of Mills Township, located in the northeast corner of Midland County, currently rely on private wells that produce limited quantities of poor quality water. The township will use the Rural Development funds to construct a new water distribution system including 15.5 miles of water mains. The system will supply water, purchased from the city of Midland, to township residents. 
Funding of the project will be contingent upon meeting the conditions of the loan and grant agreements. Terms of the loan include an annual interest rate of 4.375 percent over 40 years. 
   Rural Development administers housing; business and industry; and community development loan and grant programs. In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $358 million in loan and grant financing in rural Michigan. 
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