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December 17, 2003
HOLIDAY GREETINGS
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Wishing you the Gifts of Peace and Happiness this holiday season and throughout the New Year from all of the Guaranteed Rural Housing Staff in Minnesota!

                                       Kim Bailey

  Linda Behrendt

                                       Bonnie Smith
  Marcia Thompson

Yolanda Midby
  Karen Foss

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
President Bush has issued an Executive Order to excuse all Federal employees from duty on Friday, December 26, 2003.  This means the Guaranteed Rural Housing staff will not be available on December 25th or 26th.  We will return on December 29th, 2003 and will be closed on January 1, 2004.  

Please keep these dates in mind when submitting files for review.
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FUNDING

We are presently under our 3rd Continuing Resolution which covers operations through January 31st, 2004.  Our National Office has requested and has been approved for an additional $600 million Guaranteed funds.  We are very fortunate to receive this approval to keep the program going. 

In comparing the fund usage for Minnesota from December 2002 to December 2003, we are $17.1 million ahead of last year!!  Keep up the great work.   
FORMS
Thanks to all of you that have implemented the revised Form 1980-86 (Request for Reservation of Funds).  If you are using a revision date prior to 10/03, please dispose of them and use the new form dated 10/03.  
All forms can be found through our web site: www.rurdev.usda.gov.  If you’d like fillable forms go to: www.sc.egov.usda.gov click on eforms, browse forms, drop down Agency Name menu to “Rural Development”, Program Name to “Single Family Housing Guaranteed”, and click on search.  Page 1 of this search will contain a fillable revised Form 1980-21.  Page 2 has an old version of Form 1980-86 (watch for the revised form in the future).
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Please join us in wishing Bonnie Smith a happy retirement.  Bonnie will retire from Federal service on December 31st, 2003 after 24+ years of service.  If you are in the Willmar area on Wednesday, December 31st, 2003 between 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. stop into our office for a cup of coffee and muffins to wish her good luck!
Congratulations Bonnie! Good luck in your future endeavors!
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MISCELLANEOUS

1. We realize that many of you receiving our Newsletter via e-mail are originators and/or processors, could you please help us in forwarding this information to your servicing staff.  To be added to our newsletter email, please submit your email address to: kim.bailey@mn.usda.gov
2. All regulations, forms and ANs can be found on our web site:  www.rurdev.usda.gov  by clicking on “regulations”. Other web sites: www.sc.egov.usda.gov; www.aphis.usda.gov/mpls/library/forms/forms.html; www.rurdev.usda.gov/mn
USDA, Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to:  USDA, Director, Office of civil Rights, Washington, D.C, 20250-9410 
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