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Distance Learning and Telemedicine Loans and Grants Available


USDA Rural Development has announced that loan and grant funding for Distance Learning and Telemedicine is available. $17 Million is available for grants, $200 million in loans and $100 million is available for loan/grant combinations. Applications for grants must be postmarked by May 2, 2003 and loan or combination loan/ grant applications must be submitted by July 31, 2003.


The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program is designed specifically to meet the educational and healthcare requirements of Rural America.  The purpose of the program is to provide financial assistance to enhance learning and health care opportunities for rural residents.  The program asks applicants to define the educational or health care problems that face their communities and determine how federal distance learning or Telemedicine assistance can help.  


Funding is structured to provide three categories of financial assistance: 100% grant, 100% loan and a combination of loan and grant funds.  An application guide is available on the Web at: � HYPERLINK http://www.usda.gov/rus/telcom/dlt/dlt.htm ��http://www.usda.gov/rus/telcom/dlt/dlt.htm� or contact Andrew Gag at 218-847-9392, Ext. 4, if you have any questions.





USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.  Complaints of Discrimination should be sent to: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410





Notice of Application Filing 


Deadlines for DLT Funding





Grant applications must be postmarked by May 2, 2003.


Loan only and combination loan/grant application deadline is July 31, 2003


Distance Learning and Telemedicine Projects funded in Fiscal Year 2002


USDA Rural Development funded two Telemedicine projects in Minnesota in Fiscal Year 2002.  


First Care Medical Services of Fosston, received $200,000 grant funding to expand its telehealthcare program.  Grant funds will be used to purchase equipment that will allow physicians and nurses to utilize two-way interactive audio video technology to conduct patient visits through existing telephone lines.  Both hospice and elderly patients living in remote areas will be recipients of the service.  


Grant funds in the amount of $207,720 were also awarded to Mille Lacs Health System to establish a teleradiology system.  The system will link the health care system’s four clinics with its consulting radiologists.  The benefit of the system is that the clinics will now be able to offer “real time” readings of the radiology exams to its patients.  
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Fiscal Year 2003 Allocations for Community Programs Received





The Fiscal Year 2003 years allocations have been received for the Community Facilities Programs.   The funding allocations for Minnesota in the Community Facilities programs are as follows: Guaranteed CF - $4.519 Million, Direct Community Facilities Program - $2.951 Million and $186,000 for the Community Facility Grant Program.  


Community facilities such as health care or public safety facilities are essential to the quality of life in rural communities.  Funds may be used for clinics, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, assisted living centers, ambulance/rescue vehicles, and equipment necessary for the operation of the facility.


If you have any questions, please contact any of the Area Office contacts listed below.


� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





If you currently do not receive the “USDA Rural Development Healthcare Financing” Newsletters by e-mail and would like them e-mailed to you, please e-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:darlene.mages@mn.usda.gov ��darlene.mages@mn.usda.gov� and indicate your request. 
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY FACILITY CONTACTS


Northwest Area/Detroit Lakes        Northeast Area/Brainerd                     Southwest Area/Marshall


Andrew Gag, RUS/CF Spec.           Roger Clapp, RUS/CF Spec.              Shane Hastings, RUS/CF Spec                                                               


� HYPERLINK mailto:Andrew.gag@mn.usda.gov ��andrew.gag@mn.usda.gov�              � HYPERLINK mailto:roger.clapp@mn.usda.gov ��roger.clapp@mn.usda.gov�                  � HYPERLINK mailto:Shane.hastings@mn.usda.gov ��shane.hastings@mn.usda.gov�


(218) 847-9392 ext 4                       (218) 829-5965 ext 4                          (507) 532-3224 ext





West Central Area /Alexandria       East Central Area/Waite Park             Southeast Area/Austin


John Strand, Senior RDS                 James Merrick, RUS/CF Spec.          Christine Goddard, RUS/CF Spec.


� HYPERLINK mailto:John.strand@mn.usda.gov ��john.strand@mn.usda.gov�               � HYPERLINK mailto:james.merrick@mn.usda.gov ��james.merrick@mn.usda.gov�             � HYPERLINK mailto:christine.goddard@mn.usda.gov ��christine.goddard@mn.usda.gov�


(320) 763-3191ext 4                        (320) 255-9111 ext 4                          (507) 437-8247 ext 4





State Office:  James Maras, RUS/CF Program Director, � HYPERLINK mailto:james.maras@mn.usda.gov ��james.maras@mn.usda.gov�, (651) 602-7810, St. Paul


                      Terry Louwagie, C & B Program Spec., � HYPERLINK mailto:terry.louwagie@mn.usda.gov ��terry.louwagie@mn.usda.gov�, (320) 235-5612 ext 4, Willmar


                      Darlene Mages, C & B Program Spec., � HYPERLINK mailto:darlene.mages@mn.usda.gov ��darlene.mages@mn.usda.gov�, (651) 674-5827, North Branch
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