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Community Facility Loans and Grants for Health Care


USDA Rural Development can make and guarantee loans to construct, enlarge, or improve community facilities for health care, public safety, and public services.  Funds may also be used for necessary equipment for the operation of the facility.  


Health Care Facilities include Clinics, Hospitals, Rehabilitation Centers, Nursing Homes, Assisted Living Centers, etc.


Public Safety includes Fire/Rescue  stations, Fire trucks, Rescue vehicles, etc.


The Community Facilities program consists of the Guaranteed Loan Program and the Direct Loan and Grant Program.


The Guaranteed Loan Program guarantees loans made by lenders up to 90% of any loss on the loan.  Currently, adequate funding is available for the Guaranteed Community Facility Program and applications can be processed immediately.


The Direct Loan and Grant Program is for essential community facilities that are unable to get financing through conventional financing including the USDA Rural Development Guaranteed Loan Program.  Funding for the Direct Loan Program is somewhat limited, but applications will be worked up and be in line for additional funding when it is made available. 


The Grant Program is very limited and is based on need.  Priority is given to health, safety and childcare.  Fiscal year 2000 funding for the Grant Program was $77,000.  Worthy project application will be worked up for potential Fiscal Year 2001 funding.


Who to Contact for Additional Information


Rural Development has 15 Area Offices located in Minnesota.  These offices are located in the following locations: Alexandria, Austin, Bemidji, Brainerd, Buffalo, Cambridge, Detriot Lakes, Duluth, Faribault, Marshall, Thief River Falls, Virginia, Waite Park, Willmar and Worthington.


You may contact one of the following State Office personnel to find out the appropriate office contact as the Area Offices cover Multi-county areas.


___________________________________________


James Maras, RUS Program Director, 651-602-7810, james.maras@mn.usda.gov


Terry Louwagie, Community Program Specialist, 320-235-5612, ext. 127, tlouwagi@rdasun2.rurdev.usda.gov


Darlene Mages, Community Program Specialist, 651-674-7051, ext. 111, dmages@rdasun2.rurdev.usda.gov


___________________________________________








Who is USDA Rural Development?





USDA Rural Development is a product of the Reinvention of Government under the current Clinton/Gore Administration.


In 1995 USDA Rural Development was formed covering three mission areas.  Which are the Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service, and the Rural Business-Cooperative Service.  Prior to 1995, these mission areas were performed under the Farmers Home Administration and the Rural Electric Administration.


The Rural Housing Service entails the following areas: Community  Facilities, Single Family Housing and Multi-Family Housing. 


The Rural Utilities Service encompasses the following areas: Water and Wastewater and Distance Learning and Telemedicine. 


The Rural Business-Cooperative Service covers the Business and Industry Program and Cooperative Technical Assistance programs.


Distance Learning and Telemedicine Loans and Grants


The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program (DLT) is designed specifically to meet the educational and health care needs of rural America.  Through loans, grant, and loan grant combinations, advanced telecommunications technologies provide enhance learning and health care opportunities for rural residents.
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Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant Program Features


Annual Application Period


Competitive Application Process


Require Matching Contributions


This years application deadline for Fiscal Year 2000 grant funding for the Distance Learning and Telemedicne program was March 17, 2000.  But now is the time to assess your health care facilities needs and prepare for the next grant application period for Fiscal Year 2001 funding.


Loan/Grant Combination Program Features


Applications Year-Round/Processed as Received


Noncompetitive Process


No Matching Contribution


To learn more about eligible purposes of loan/grant combination, loan program or the grant program, please contact one of the USDA Rural Development Area Office located in Minnesota.  These offices are listed in the Section Titled  “Who to Contact for Additional Information”.
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT


             WEB SITES





� HYPERLINK http://www.rurdev.usda.gov ��www.rurdev.usda.gov�





� HYPERLINK http://www.usda.gov/rus/dlt/dlml.htm ��www.usda.gov/rus/dlt/dlml.htm�





� HYPERLINK http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/index.html ��www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/index. html�
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USDA Rural Development is an equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer


Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: USDA, Director, 


Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410
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