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Committed to the future of rural communities.

Contact: Cheryl R. Elliott Phone (573) 985-7211 x 4

CITY OF CENTER RECIEVES $12,375 OF GRANT ASSISTANCE
FROM USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Gregory C. Branum, Missouri State Director
for USDA Rural Development, announced * .
the awarding of $12,375 to the City of i
Center and presented a Mock Check to
Dennis McMillen, Mayor in a ceremony
July 3, 2007 at the City Park.

The $12,375 USDA Rural Development
grant, along with $4,125 contribution by the
City of Center, will be used to purchase a
storm warning siren for the City. The siren
will provide adequate warning coverage to
this rural community with a population of
644 residents.
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"The tornadoes that ripped through northeast Missouri in the spring of last year reminded us of the
devastation Mother Nature can bring,” U.S. Representative Hulshof said. "Proper notification of
pending storms helps save lives and property. I'm pleased that federal Rural Development funds are
being made available for this important warning system."

Mayor McMillen of Center said, "We are very excited to receive this grant from USDA Rural
Development. The early warning system that we will be implementing with the grant funds will allow
us to utilize an important safety tool in informing the citizens of Center of severe weather."

“This kind of assistance mirrors USDA Rural Development’s mission and President Bush’s initiative
of being committed to the future of rural communities,” said Branum. “Appreciation is extended to
our federal elected officials for supporting USDA Rural Development. They have been strong
proponents for the necessary funding for essential services for rural Missourians.”




The funds are part of the Community Facilities Program, which provides grants and loans to assist in
the development of essential community facilities in rural areas and towns up to 20,000 in population.

Anyone seeking more information about this or any other USDA Rural Development programs my
visit the homepage at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo/  or by contacting Cheryl Elliott, Rural
Development Manager, 17623 Hwy 19, New London, MO 63459, or by email to
cheryl.elliott@mo.usda.gov or by calling (573) 985-7211 extension 4.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., SW.,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



