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WATER AND WASTE PROGRAM UPDATE

One of the goals of Missouri Rural Development has been to assist communities by streamlining the application process and the various actions needed for water and waste programs involved in the Missouri Water and Wastewater Review Committee. The committee is composed of representatives from the three agencies of Rural Development (RD), Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Department of Economic Development (DED).  Many times, to fund a water and/or waste project, it takes a combination of funding from each agency which can mean multiple applications, forms and requirements.  Our effort has been at trying to find ways to reduce this duplication.  Let me tell you what has happened to date.  

· Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) - In place now is the agreement that a joint PER will be accepted by all agencies and a form has been developed for this purpose.  

· Easement Acquisition Process – The proposal being worked on is a consolidated easement acquisition process that will cover Rural Development and Department of Economic Development requirements.  Our Office of General Counsel has reviewed and approved the proposed language.  DED will now review the proposal to determine if it meets their requirements.

· Environment Requirements – Our Environmental Officer has put together a couple of approaches with proposed forms for joint use by all agencies.  Again, they will now be reviewed by DED to see which one we could use to consolidate the environmental public notice process.

To better serve our water and waste customers, we will continue to look at the above and other processes that can streamline our assistance to communities.


FY 2002 HOUSING NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY (NOFA)

For many of Rural Development’s programs, applications are accepted at any time; however, there are a few programs that have an annual funding application period. This is the case for the Multi-Family housing loan and grant programs.  The NOFA for the multi-family programs listed below is due for publication in the Federal Register around the middle of February.  The application time frame will be listed for each program.

Section 515 – This is a direct program for new construction rural rental housing loan applications.  This program is only available in specific designated places as identified in the NOFA.

Section 538 – This is the guaranteed program for lenders working with applicants for new construction rural rental housing.  A lender provides the financing to an applicant and Rural Development provides a 90% guarantee.  This program is available in most rural communities in the state.  

Section 514/516 – These are the Farm Labor Housing loans and grants.  The NOFA this year will be restricted to eligible groups for Off-Farm Labor housing only

Section 533 – This is the Housing Preservation Grant program that is for non-profit entities that want to leverage other funding for repairs to existing single family homes or rental units, that need improvements for weatherization purposes, sewer and water needs, remove health hazards, etc.

If you are interested in applying for any of these programs, obtaining a copy of the Federal Register with this NOFA, or would like additional information, please contact your local  Rural Development Office.

FY 2002 FUNDING

For the most part, our Fiscal Year 2002 allocations have been defined.  Below is the funding information we have for each of our programs, both State and National allocations.  Along with the programs and dollars available, we have shown application filing timeframes.  Programs with funds managed through the National Office require application review and approval by Rural Development at the State level prior to submission to the National Office.  Consequently, please direct all questions to a Missouri Rural Development Office or refer to our website at:  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo/whatwedo.htm.

ALLOCATED STATE FUNDS

The following are state allocated funds.  You may submit applications for the above programs at any time throughout the year.

Water & Waste Direct Loans
$
20,694,000

Water & Waste Grants

11,361,000

Water & Waste Guaranteed Loans

  1,506,000

Business & Industry Guaranteed Loans

$
22,818,000

Rural Business Enterprise Grants

     689,000

Community Facility Guaranteed Loans
$
  3,819,000

Community Facility Direct Loans

  5,855,000

Community Facility Grants

     207,000

502 Very Low Direct Housing Loans
$      6,863,000

502 Low Direct Housing Loans

10,294,000

502 Guaranteed Housing Loans (Estimate)

56,000,000

504 Loans

     592,000

504 Grants

     632,000




NATIONAL OFFICE FUNDS

Funds for the following programs were not distributed directly to the states.  Applicants interested in applying for these funds may do so at the times reflected below for each program.  

Rural Economic Development Loan Program
$    14,966,887

Rural Economic Development Grant Program
        4,000,000

Intermediary Relending Program 
      19,881,973

Applications for these programs are reviewed and funded quarterly.  March 15, June 15 and September 15 are the three remaining application cycles for FY 2002.  The Missouri State Office must receive applications by one of the above dates to be considered in that quarter’s funding.




Rural Business Opportunity Grant Program
$  3,100,000

Any eligible entity in the state may apply for funds from this program.  June 15 is the final date we can accept applications for this program for funding this FY.

NATIONAL OFFICE EARMARKED OR

 SET ASIDE FUNDS

Some National Office program funds are earmarked or set aside for special initiatives.  Those that pertain to Missouri are shown as follows:  

Mississippi Delta Earmarks:

Intermediary Relending Program
$
  7,981,948

Rural Business Enterprise Grant Program
        1,000,000

Rural Business Opportunity Grant Program
        1,000,000

These are the same amounts that we had available last year for the Lower Mississippi Delta designated Counties. There are 29 counties in Missouri that are eligible for assistance:  Bollinger, Butler, Cape Girardeau, Carter, Crawford, Dent, Douglas, Dunklin, Howell, Iron, Madison, Mississippi, New Madrid, Oregon, Ozark, Pemiscot, Perry, Phelps, Reynolds, Ripley, Ste. Genevieve, St. Francois, Scott, Shannon, Stoddard, Texas, Washington, Wayne and Wright.  

Again, applications are considered on a National basis, but should be filed at your local Rural Development office.  The final date for filing a complete application is May 15, 2002.  Should any funds remain after the May 15 review and approval, a third application period will be announced to end on August 15.  We will not know definitely if there will be a third round until we see nationally what is submitted in May.

Business and Industry Guaranteed Earmarks:

Federal Home Loan Bank
$
20,000,000 

Domestic Lamb Assistance
        5,000,000

You may submit applications for these two programs at any time throughout the year but the final date for receiving applications in the Missouri State Office is August 15, 2002. 

Rural Business Enterprise Grant Set Asides:

Passenger Transportation
$         500,000

Applications for these programs are through the National Office Notice of Availability of Funds and can be accepted until March 1, 2002. 


EZ/EC/REAP Earmarks:

Water & Waste Direct Program
$    30,973,837

Water & Waste Grant Program
      25,300,000

Business & Industry Guaranteed Loans
      27,540,106

Intermediary Relending Program
        6,317,981

Rural Business Enterprise Grant Program
        7,000,000

Rural Business Opportunity Grant Program
        1,000,000

502 Very Low Housing Program
           250,000

502 Low Housing Program
           320,000

504 Loan Housing Program
             18,500

These funds have been earmarked for communities designated as Empowerment Zone, Enterprise Community or Federal Designated REAP Community.  Of these initiatives Missouri has one Enterprise Community, East Prairie.  East Prairie may apply for the above funds with applications submitted no later than May 15, 2002.

OTHER NATIONAL OFFICE PROGRAMS

National Office has a few other programs that will be advertised through the Notice of Availability of Funds (NOFA) process later this year.  These include the Rural Cooperative Development Grant, Distance Learning & Telemedicine Loan and Telemedicine Grant.  If you are interested in these programs, contact one of our offices and we will notify you when the NOFA is released.

Please refer back to the last edition of Building Communities newsletter for examples of projects that have been funded under each type of program.  

Last year we were able to obligate more dollars than were originally allocated to us.  This was possible because communities and individuals had completed applications on file in their local RD office.  Periodically other funds become available to Missouri, over and above our original allocations, such as National Office pooling of funds that other states do not use.  The bottom line is if you never get an application filed then it is certain it will never be funded.  And, if you wait to file your application when RD has plenty of money, then by the time you have your application ready other projects that were already complete and in our offices will be funded ahead of you.  

Once again, we thank our many partners in Missouri who have worked closely with us to expand the use of our programs and enable us to reach more individuals and communities.

Information about any of these and other Rural Development programs can also be obtained by visiting USDA Rural Development’s web site at:

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo.whatwedo.htm
You may also contact Janie Dunning, Community Development Program Director for Missouri at (573) 876-0981 or janie.dunning@mo.usda.gov.
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