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Committed to the future of rural communities. 
 

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.” 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
 

Contact:  
 Samantha Evenson (701) 530-2043  

 
 
SCHNEIDER TO CHAIR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE COUNCIL 
 
BISMARCK, January 11, 2011 – USDA Rural Development State Director Jasper Schneider will 
Chair the Food and Agriculture Council (FAC) in North Dakota for the 2011 calendar year. The 
council is made up of federal, state and local agriculture entities. Meetings will be held quarterly in 
communities throughout North Dakota to identify, assess and address needs and problems in 
agriculture and rural issues. Schneider will address energy issues as well and the impact on rural 
communities.  
 
“The FAC is a great vehicle for federal, state and local agencies to share information and work 
together to address the needs of North Dakota.” Schneider said. “The needs of agriculture, energy 
production and infrastructure go hand-in-hand with the development of North Dakota and we’ll be 
focusing on the surrounding issues as a council.” 
 
The Food and Agriculture Council was established by the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) in each state to coordinate interagency activities and to promote the goals and objectives 
of agriculture related industries. The state councils may be utilized for public feedback on 
procedural issues, to receive recommendations on policies under consideration and to keep 
informed on agriculture and rural development concerns.  
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