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USDA ASSISTS RURAL AREAS IN ACCESSING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Columbus, Nebraska, November 26-USDA presented a check today for $433,830 to the Crossroads Distance Learning Education Consortium.  The check represents USDA grant funds received by the Consortium to develop a distance learning project.  This project will provide service to ten school districts. 

The Consortium is one of 45 Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) grant recipients.  USDA's Rural Utilities Service administers the Distance Learning and Telemedicine program.  The DLT program provides for educational opportunities and medical services to citizens in rural areas.

"I am pleased to be here today to present to the Consortium, USDA grant funds which will afford rural students and adults, in the service area, the same educational opportunities that residents in urban areas benefit from," said Andre Boening, general field representative for the USDA Rural Utilities Service.

Crossroads Distance Learning Education Consortium (CDLEC), is a consortium of school districts located in east-central Nebraska.  The Consortium serves Butler, Merrick, Platte and Polk counties. 

The USDA funds in conjunction with matching funds from CDLEC will be used to purchase digital equipment, compatible with current industry digital standards and circuits to interconnect the schools with one another.

The CDLEC proposes to create an interactive video network to provide a broadened curriculum and better preparation of post-secondary education for the students, staff and community adults of the participating school districts.  School districts involved in the distance learning project include Columbus, David City, East Butler, High Plains, Humphrey, Osceola, Rising City, Schuyler, Shelby, and Stromsburg (Cross County Community Schools).  Educational Service Units (ESUs) are Nebraska's intermediary educational agencies, responsible for providing shared services such as staff development, special education services, technology and curriculum support to schools within their region.


"On behalf of the Crossroads Schools, we appreciate the award of the USDA Rural Utilities Service grant which will provide additional learning opportunities for students and community members through distance education," stated Phyllis Brunken, distance learning coordinator.

Anticipated benefits from the distance learning project include the ability to provide advanced placement and college-level courses to students; and the capability to involve the community in the use of technology for personal and career development.

For additional information on the Distance and Learning Telemedicine Loan and Grant program, contact Andre Boening at (402) 543-2129 or RR 1 Box 116  Linwood, Nebraska  68036 or visit www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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