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USDA GRANT FUNDS PROVIDE VALUE-ADDED MARKETING
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Lincoln, Neb., August 15--The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development
awarded a Rural Business Enterprise Grant to the North Central Nebraska Resource Conservation
Development and Planning Council in Bassett, Nebraska.  These grant funds will be used to provide
value-added marketing technical assistance to the Niobrara Valley Wood Products, LLC.

Niobrara Valley Wood Products, LLC has seventeen (17) members residing in a 10 county
area of Nebraska (6 counties) and South Dakota (4 counties) who have spent 10 months completing
value-added product research and development enabling the company to develop a number of value-
added products that are based on consumer and contractor needs.  According to Deborah Drbal,
Business and Community Programs Specialist, the benefits of the continued technical assistance in
resource management, product development, market development and contracting will be seen in the
impact this value-added company makes on rural Nebraska and South Dakota.

“The North Central Nebraska RC&D is proud to be a partner in this project to assist in the
establishment of this value-added company.  Research, product development and establishing markets
are the key to the future success of this company and this grant will help put this company and its
members in a position to reap the benefits of working together towards a common goal,” commented
Dave Jones, President, North Central Nebraska RC&D.

Judy Newton, President, Niobrara Valley Wood Products, LLC, stated, “because of the
technical assistance being provided by the RC&D and the continued marketing assistance being
provided by this grant, Niobrara Valley Wood Products, LLC has the opportunity to bring positive
economic impacts to this region.”

USDA Rural Development Rural Business Enterprise Grant funds of $35,640 along with
$15,000 from North Central Nebraska RC&D, Bassett; $10,000 from Niobrara Valley Wood
Products, LLC; $500 from Panhandle RC&D, Scottsbluff; and $5,000 from Randall RC&D, Lake
Andes, South Dakota, will allow this emerging value-added company to continue to contract with a
marketing specialist that will contract value-added products with various markets in Nebraska, South
Dakota, Wyoming, Montana and Colorado.

For additional information contact Deborah D. Drbal at Room 152 Federal Building, 100
Centennial Mall North, Lincoln, NE  68508 or phone (402) 437-5558, (402) 437-5093 TDY.  Visit
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ne/.
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