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USDA Dollars Available for Economic Development in Rural Communities

Lincoln, Nebraska, January 29-USDA Rural Development is accepting applications through close of business on Friday, May 3, 2002 for the Rural Business Opportunity Grant (RBOG) program.  The RBOG program promotes sustainable economic development in rural communities via grants to organizations, which foster economic development planning, technical assistance or training.

Public bodies, nonprofit corporations, Indian tribes or cooperatives with members that are primarily rural residents are eligible to apply.  Applicants must possess the expertise and financial strength to support the objectives outlined in their applications.  Applications must show that funding will result in economic development of a rural area and must include a basis for determining the success or failure and impact of the project.  Rural is defined as a community with a population of up to 10,000.  Grants of $50,000 per project and multi-state projects of up to $150,000 per project are available.  Funds may pay the costs of providing economic planning for rural communities, technical assistance for rural businesses, or training for rural entrepreneurs or economic development officials.    

Last fiscal year, three Rural Business Opportunity Grants were awarded totaling $90,000.  The City of South Sioux City received $15,000 to develop a downtown business market plan;  Bruning Community Foundation, Inc. was awarded $25,000 to fund a biodiesel plant technical/economic feasibility study; and the West Central Nebraska Development District was the recipient of $50,000 to establish a regional community economic development inventory, marketing plan, and direct marketing package for business recruitment to 18 rural southwest and west central Nebraska counties. 

Applications, copies of regulations and additional information may be obtained by writing:  USDA Rural Development  Attn.  Business & Community Programs Division  Rm. 152 Federal Building  100 Centennial Mall North  Lincoln, NE  68508-3888.  Assistance by phone is provided at 402-437-5558, 402-437-5093 (TDD).  Information via the web can be found at www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/rbog.htm.

Applications should be submitted to the USDA Rural Development Nebraska State Office at the address cited in the prior paragraph by no later than close of business on Friday, May 3, 2002.  A priority scoring system will be used to select eligible applications.  Scoring criteria consists of the sustainability and quality of the economic activity expected to result from the project; the extent to which the project is critical to a larger overall project; economic conditions in the service area; and the project's usefulness as a new best practice.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

