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OCONTO COMMUNITY CENTER MAKESA COME BACK

Oconto, Neb., July 19-- Making their way back from the storm, the Village of Oconto was pleased to
host an Open House today for its newly completed 3,500-5g. ft. community center. Oconto lost their center and
library in October of 2000 to atornado. The new facility, serving as ahub to its 147 rurd residents, will house
the Village's public library, community center, and senior center. Loca, Sate and federd monies totding over
$370,000 financed the new building.

"Oconto is extremely pleased to have a community center once again. We have worked long and hard to
recover our community to where it was before the tornado hit afew years ago. Strong community support and
pride and the financia assstance received have made this significant recovery possble” stated Gary Bomberger,
mayor of the Village of Oconto.

USDA Rura Development presented a $103,000 symboalic grant funding check to the Village at the
Open House, Sgnifying USDA's financid commitment to the center. Community Development Block Grant funds
of $165,000 from the Nebraska Department of Economic Development along with a $104,500 contribution from
the Village comprised the balance of the funding.

"Communities need a gathering place for celebrations, reunions, senior activities, and the like to keep
resdents interconnected in their community,” stated Glen Gatz, rurd development specidist for USDA Rurd
Development. "We are very pleased to have been able to assst Oconto in the rebuilding of their community.”
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