[image: image1.png]USDA mamia

= B
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

441 S. Salina Street • 5th Floor • Suite 357 • Syracuse, NY 13202-2425

Phone: (315) 477-6409 • Fax: (315) 477-6438 • TDD: (315) 477-6447 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Media Contact: Tim Jones (315) 477-6436








  
 timothy.jones@ny.usda.gov
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS MORE THAN $410,000 IN RENEWABLE ENERGY GRANTS TO SIX NEW YORK BUSINESSES
Grants will be used for energy efficiency, solar 
electricity and biodiesel projects
SYRACUSE, N.Y., August 31, 2006 – U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development has awarded $411,475 in Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Program grants to six New York farms and rural small businesses.
The New York awards were announced on Wednesday by Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns and are part of a $17.5 million grant package that is being distributed to 375 farms and agribusinesses across the country. The grant program’s goal is to increase America’s energy independence through the development of renewable energy resources and improved efficiency. 

“I congratulate our New York recipients for their success in this extremely competitive program, said Scott Collins, Acting State Director for Rural Development in New York. “The program requires the investment of personal resources and the recipients’ willingness to invest their own time and money to control rising energy costs is admirable. I especially look forward to helping launch clean-burning biodiesel in New York.”
The New York recipients are:

· Northern Biodiesel, Inc., Ontario, Wayne County, $259,245. The funds will help construct the first biodiesel production facility in upstate New York. The plant will use soybeans and other crops to produce 5 million gallons of biodiesel a year, with the potential to expand production as the market grows. The project will provide a new market for New York soybean producers and increase business for local crushing facilities. 

· Verstandig’s Florist, Delmar, Albany County, $49,500. The grant will be used for high-efficiency propane boilers and a radiant heating system in a 1.3 acre greenhouse. The new system will reduce energy use by nearly 30 percent. 
· Gary Menard, Mooers, Clinton County, $31,162. The funds will be used to install a 12.6kilowatt solar photovoltaic system on a dairy farm. The system will generate 20,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity annually, replacing 22 percent of the operation’s purchased electricity. 
· Stephen Welk, Holland, Erie County, $23,125. The grant will be used to purchase a 10 kw solar photovoltaic system for an aquaculture operation. The new system will produce about 11,000 kwh yearly, replacing nearly half of the operation’s electricity. 
· Craig Dumond, Raybrook, Essex County, $21,502. The funds will be used to install a 10.35 kw solar photovoltaic system on a beef cattle operation. The system will generate nearly 11,000 kwh annually, replacing over 80 percent of farm’s electricity. 
· Three Corner Field Farm, Shushan, Washington County, $26,941. The grant will buy solar electric and solar thermal energy systems for a family-owned sheep dairy that produces milk and meat. The improvements are expected to save 6,900 kwh in electricity annually. 
The 2002 Farm Bill authorized the Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements program. Funding recipients include agricultural producers or rural small businesses that have demonstrated financial need. Rural Development grant funds can be used to pay up to 25 percent of the eligible project costs. The program also provides loan guarantees up to $10 million to fund up to 50 percent of eligible projects. Over $4.6 million in federal funds were allocated in loan guarantees and grants under the program earlier this year. 
Eligible projects include those that derive energy from a wind, solar, biomass, or geothermal source, or hydrogen derived from biomass or water using wind, solar, or geothermal energy sources. Awards are made on a competitive basis for the purchase of renewable energy systems and to make energy improvements. 

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available by contacting the Rural Development’s New York state office at (315) 477-6400 or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.  
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