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USDA AWARDS CHURUBUSCO VOLUNTEER FIRE 

DEPARTMENT $110,000 IN RECOVERY ACT FUNDING  
SYRACUSE, N.Y., May 18, 2009 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that the Churubusco Volunteer Fire Department in Clinton County will receive $110,000 through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 

Secretary Vilsack announced the award as part of $60 million in essential community facilities and emergency responder projects that are being funded immediately through ARRA. In total, 280 projects in 39 states received funding.  
Churubusco will use the funds to buy a new ambulance to replace the department’s current 15-year-old vehicle. The funding will be distributed as a $50,000 grant and $60,000 loan. Loan terms are 15 years at 4.5 percent interest. 
“The Recovery Act funds provided today will help support rural communities’ efforts to protect and serve their residents by providing essential public safety services,” said Vilsack. “These projects are the first of many that are expected to create or save more than 1,326 jobs and help rural communities provide expanded access to health care, support first responder efforts, and finance libraries, schools and day care centers.” 

“One of the primary objectives of Rural Development’s Community Facilities program is to help emergency responders protect life and property and this award will certainly accomplish that,” said Acting Rural Development State Director Scott Collins. “Churubusco’s new ambulance will replace an aging vehicle, enabling the department to respond faster and more effectively to emergencies, saving lives and improving the overall quality of medical care in the area.”
All of today’s funding is provided through USDA Rural Development’s Community Facilities program, which helps finance and develop essential community facilities for public use in rural areas. These facilities include childcare centers, hospitals, medical clinics, assisted living facilities, fire and rescue stations, police stations, community centers, public buildings and transportation. Through its Community Facilities program, USDA ensures that such facilities are available to all rural residents. These funds are available to public bodies, non-profit organizations, and recognized Indian tribes.
--more--

President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act) into law on Feb. 17, 2009.  It is designed to jumpstart the nation’s economy,
create or save millions of jobs and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges 
so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need. 
More information about USDA’s Recovery Act efforts is available at www.usda.gov/recovery.  More information about the Federal government’s efforts on the Recovery Act is available at www.recovery.gov.
For more information on USDA Rural Development programs, contact the Rural Development state office at (315) 477-6400 or visit Rural Development’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny .
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