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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS MORE THAN $10.4 MILLION IN RECOVERY ACT FUNDING TO 16 NEW YORK PROJECTS

Funding supports first responders, municipalities and highway departments in 10 counties
SYRACUSE, N.Y., July 9, 2009 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced yesterday that 16 New York community projects will receive $10,456,290 through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 

The New York awards are part of nearly $66.4 million in essential community facilities projects that are being funded immediately through the Recovery Act. The funding will support 345 projects in 33 states and represents the third wave of Recovery Act community facilities investments announced by USDA.

“Communities throughout the country are benefiting from the Recovery Act, and by building or upgrading facilities such as libraries, public buildings and community centers, we are investing in the future of rural America,” Vilsack said. “These projects will advance the Administration's efforts to jumpstart the economy by creating jobs and economic development opportunities in hundreds of small towns.” 
“This round of Recovery Act funding will support a wide array of vital community projects,” said Acting New York State Director for Rural Development Scott Collins. “The funding will help first responders and service agencies purchase new vehicles and assist several communities with the construction or renovation of essential facilities such as highway garages, fire halls and town halls.”

For example, Allegany County Arc in Wellsville will receive $59,000 to purchase a new delivery vehicle. A service agency dedicated to persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities, Arc will use the delivery vehicle to support its piece-work industry (PWI) program. Arc’s PWI program employs nearly 100 persons in Allegany County and is one of several services provided by the agency. 
In St. Lawrence County, the Town of Parishville will receive $1.4 million to build a new highway garage. Distributed as a $30,000 grant and a $1,370,000 loan, the funding will help build a new 10,000 square-foot facility that will include office space, truck bays, storage areas and a garage, enabling the highway department to better maintain its equipment.


Other New York projects with their funding amounts are:
· Constable Volunteer Fire Company, Constable, Franklin County, $138,500 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $60,000; loan is for $78,500.Loan terms are 15 years at 4.5 percent interest. Funding will purchase a new pumper truck, replacing a 1984 model that is no longer serviceable. 
· Earlville Fire Department, Earlville, Madison County, $313,750 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $50,000; loan is for $263,750. Loan terms are 15 years at 4.5 percent interest. Award will be used to purchase new fire truck, replacing older model that no longer met fire protection standards. 

· Greater Lenox Ambulance Service, Canastota, Madison County, $127,000 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $50,000; loan is $77,000. Loan terms are 15 years at 4.5 percent interest. Funds will be used to purchase new ambulance, replacing an older model and improving emergency medical service in the community. 
· Hermon Volunteer Fire Department, Hermon, St. Lawrence County, $902,000 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $50,000; loan is for $852,000. Loan terms are 30 years at 4.5 percent interest. Funding will build a new 8,900 square-foot fire hall that will include a community room and offices. 
· Nicholville Fire Company, Inc., Nicholville, St. Lawrence County, $65,000 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $40,000; loan is for $25,000. Loan terms are five years at 4.5 percent interest. Funds will be used to buy a used pumper truck to replace two trucks that are over 25 years old. 

· Norwood Fire Department, Norwood, St. Lawrence County, $259,800 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $50,000; loan is for $209,800. Loan terms are 15 years at 4.5 percent interest. Funding will be used to purchase new fire truck to replace a 20 year-old vehicle. 
· Perrysburg Volunteer Fire Company, Perrysburg, Cattaraugus County, $231,000 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $31,000; loan is for $200,000. Loan terms are 15 years at 4.5 percent. Funding will be used to purchase new pumper truck. 
· Piseco Volunteer Fire Department, Piseco, Hamilton County, $175,800 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $30,000; loan is for $145,800. Loan terms are 15 years at 4.5 percent interest. Funds will be used to purchase new fire truck. 
· Potsdam Humane Society, Potsdam, St. Lawrence County, $501,940 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $70,000; loan is for $431,940. Terms are 30 years at 4.5 percent interest. Funding will be used to renovate and expand local humane society shelter. 

· Town of Andes, Andes, Delaware County, $1,700,000 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $50,000; loan is $1,650,000. Loan terms are 30 years at 4.5 percent interest. Funds will be used to construct new 10,000 square-foot highway garage that will include truck bays, mechanical and storage rooms and offices. 

· Town of Colton, Colton, St. Lawrence County, $503,500 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $50,000; loan is for $453,500. Loan terms are 20 years at 4.5 percent. Funds will be used to expand highway garage and replace roof, improving the building’s energy efficiency.

· Town of Sandy Creek, Sandy Creek, Oswego County, $829,000 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $50,000; loan is for $779,000. Terms are 30 years at 4.5 percent interest. 
· West Endicott Fire District, Endicott, Broome County, $250,000 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $50,000, loan is for $200,000. Terms are 15 years at 4.5 percent interest. Funds will purchase a new fire truck to replace two older vehicles which are encountering numerous maintenance problems. 


· Wyoming County Department of Social Services, Warsaw, Wyoming County, $3,000,000 loan. Terms are 30 years at 4.5 percent. Funds will support the renovation, expansion and modernization of the county’s Department of Social Services building. 
USDA Rural Development’s Community Facilities program helps finance essential community facilities for public use in rural areas. These facilities include childcare centers, hospitals, medical clinics, assisted living facilities, fire and rescue stations, police stations, community centers, public buildings and transportation. Through this program, USDA ensures that such facilities are available to all rural residents. These funds are available to public bodies, non-profit organizations and recognized Indian tribes.

For more information on USDA Rural Development programs, contact the Rural Development state office at (315) 477-6400 or visit Rural Development’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

To file a complaint of discrimination write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410

 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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