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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS $184,000 IN RECOVERY ACT 
FUNDING TO TWO NEW YORK BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
SYRACUSE, N.Y., July 28, 2009 – USDA Rural Development has awarded $184,000 in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to two New York business development projects. 

The Ft. Edward Business Revitalization Program in Washington County will receive a $90,000 grant to establish a revolving loan fund that will provide financial support to local businesses.  The Jefferson County Industrial Development Agency (IDA) adult training program, located in Watertown, will receive $94,000. The funds will support evening training classes that will teach workplace readiness skills to the unemployed. 
The awards were announced by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today in Washington, D.C. The New York projects are part of $15.3 million in Recovery Act funding that is being distributed to 145 business development projects in 36 states and Puerto Rico. 
“These Recovery Act grants represent the Obama Administration’s ongoing efforts to ensure strategic investments and increased economic opportunities in rural America,” said Vilsack. “Small businesses play an important role in building strong communities while providing vital products and services to local residents. This funding will help spur economic development to strengthen communities in dozens of states around the country.”

“This is timely and targeted Recovery Act funding,” said Jill Harvey, New York State Director for USDA Rural Development. “The Ft. Edward project will provide loans to small businesses, supporting economic recovery and development at the community level, while the Jefferson County IDA’s adult training program will assist those who have lost their jobs in these tough economic times.”
  
The business grants represent the seventh round of Recovery Act funding announced for Rural Development projects in New York. To date, Rural Development has awarded 66 loans and grants with ARRA funding, investing more than $47.4 million in water and sewer infrastructure, essential community facilities and emergency response equipment in rural New York. 

President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act) into law on Feb. 17, 2009.  It is designed to jumpstart the nation’s economy,
create or save millions of jobs and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges 
so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need. More information about USDA’s Recovery Act efforts is available at www.usda.gov/recovery.  More information about the Federal government’s efforts on the Recovery Act is available at www.recovery.gov.
For more information on USDA Rural Development programs, contact the Rural Development state office at (315) 477-6400 or visit Rural Development’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

To file a complaint of discrimination write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410

 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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