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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS $5.2 MILLION IN RECOVERY ACT FUNDING FOR TOWN OF CHESTERFIELD WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
Rural Development Recovery Act Funding in New York Exceeds $52.8 Million 

SYRACUSE, N.Y., Aug. 3, 2009 – USDA Rural Development has awarded the Town of Chesterfield in Essex County more than $5.2 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding to construct a new water system. 
The funds will be distributed as a $5,211,400 loan and grant package. The grant is for  $5,111,400 and the loan is for $100,000. Loan terms are 38 years at 2.625 percent interest. The award raises Rural Development’s announced Recovery Act funding in New York to more than $52.8 million.

Chesterfield will use the funds to construct the Port Kent Water District #1, Extension 1, which will replace the Town’s spring and most of its water distribution system. The New York State Department of Health ruled in 2005 that the Town’s spring was under the influence of surface water and that a new water supply would be needed. The new system will draw water from Lake Champlain and includes a water filtration facility, a new water main and a 170,000 gallon water tower. 

The Chesterfield award was part of $154.8 million in national Recovery Act funding that was announced today in Washington, D.C. by Agriculture Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan. The funding is going to 36 projects that will help provide safe drinking water and improved wastewater treatment systems in 15 states and Puerto Rico. 

“The 36 Recovery Act water and wastewater projects we are announcing today further the Obama administration’s goal to rebuild and revitalize the nation’s rural infrastructure,” Merrigan said. “These projects will put people to work, improve the health of families and communities, and make a down payment on a better environment for the future.”


“Improving the quality of life in rural areas is one of Rural Development’s core missions and Chesterfield’s Port Kent water project certainly helps us achieve that goal,” said Jill Harvey, State Director for USDA Rural Development in New York. “Anyone who has dealt with “bad” water knows how essential safe and reliable water is to daily life. Chesterfield’s new system will correct long-standing water quality issues, making everyday life much easier for residents.”

President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act) into law on Feb. 17, 2009.  It is designed to jumpstart the nation’s economy,
create or save millions of jobs and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges 
so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need. More information about USDA’s Recovery Act efforts is available at www.usda.gov/recovery.  More information about the Federal government’s efforts on the Recovery Act is available at www.recovery.gov.
For more information on USDA Rural Development programs, contact the Rural Development state office at (315) 477-6400 or visit Rural Development’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny.
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