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USDA AWARDS VILLAGE OF CASSADAGA $5 MILLION LOAN 
Funds Made Available through Recovery Act; $615 Million Awarded to 193 Projects in 34 States


SYRACUSE, N.Y., April 28, 2009 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced in Washington, D.C. that the Village of Cassadaga in Chautauqua County will receive a $5 million loan through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 

Cassadaga was one of 193 water and environmental projects totaling more than $615.8 million to be funded through ARRA.  The projects will help provide safe drinking water and improved wastewater treatment systems for rural towns and communities in 34 states.

“These investments will help meet my goal to bring increased economic benefits to rural America by protecting our environment and creating jobs,” President Obama said.  “Aging water and waste infrastructure systems threaten the ability of rural communities to provide clean, reliable drinking water to residents and protect precious environmental resources.  Recovery Act funds will modernize and upgrade this important infrastructure.”

“The funding announced today will be used for 193 projects and create or save an estimated 12,385 jobs,” Vilsack said. “Through Recovery Act funds, USDA is able to help more rural communities than ever before obtain safe drinking water and reliable waste treatment systems.” 
“One of USDA Rural Development’s core missions is improving the quality of life in rural communities and funding water projects such as Casssadaga’s is one of the ways we achieve that objective,” said Scott Collins, Acting State Director for Rural Development in New York. “This loan will enable Cassadaga to build a new water distribution system, which will ensure that its residents continue to receive clean, safe drinking water.”
The first of many rural water and wastewater projects in New York that will receive ARRA funds through USDA, Cassadaga will use its loan to construct a new water tower and water distribution system. The loan terms are 2.75 percent for 38 years. 
 USDA Rural Development’s Water and Environmental Program provides loans and grants to ensure that the necessary investments are made in water and wastewater infrastructure
to deliver safe drinking water and protect the environment in rural areas. More information about USDA Rural Development can be found at www.rurdev.usda.gov.

--more--
President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act) into law on Feb. 17, 2009.  It is designed to jumpstart the nation’s economy,
create or save millions of jobs and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need.

More information about USDA’s Recovery Act efforts is available at www.usda.gov/recovery.  More information about the Federal government’s efforts on the Recovery Act is available at www.recovery.gov.

#
	USDA Rural Development Service Centers in New York 


	Location
	Phone Number
	Counties Served

	Batavia
	(585) 343-9167, ext. 2200
	Niagara, Erie, Orleans, Genesee, Wyoming



	Bath
	(607) 776-7398, ext. 4
	Schuyler, Chemung, Steuben, Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua 



	Canandaigua
	(585) 394-0525, ext. 4
	Seneca, Wayne, Ontario, Yates, Monroe, Livingston



	Canton
	(315) 386-2401, ext. 4
	St. Lawrence, Clinton, Franklin



	Cortland
	(607) 753-0851, ext. 4
	Broome, Tioga, Chenango, Tompkins, Cortland, Cayuga, Onondaga



	Greenwich 
	(518) 692-9940, ext. 4
	Rensselaer, Washington, Saratoga, Warren, Essex, Hamilton 



	Johnstown
	(518) 762-0077, ext. 4
	Fulton, Montgomery, Otsego, Delaware, Schoharie, Schenectady, Albany, Greene



	Marcy
	(315) 736-3316, ext. 4
	Madison, Oneida, Herkimer



	Middletown
	(845) 343-1872, ext. 4
	Columbia, Ulster, Sullivan, Orange, Dutchess, Putnam, Suffolk, Westchester, Rockland



	Watertown
	(315) 782-7289, ext. 4
	Jefferson, Lewis, Oswego


Committed to the future of rural communities.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

To file a complaint of discrimination write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410

 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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