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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS MORE THAN $2.3 MILLION IN RECOVERY ACT FUNDING TO 2 NEW YORK WATER AND SEWER PROJECTS 

USDA Rural Development Recovery Act Funding in New York Now Exceeds $250 Million

SYRACUSE, N.Y., Feb. 22, 2010 – USDA Rural Development has awarded more than $2.3 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding to two water and wastewater projects in New York.

 
The New York awards are part of $128.1 million in ARRA funding that has been provided for 47 water and wastewater infrastructure projects in 19 states. The funding was announced last week in Washington, D.C. by Agriculture Secretary, Tom Vilsack. The Announcement raises USDA’s total ARRA investment in environmental and water projects to $2.2 billion.

“Through these projects we are helping to achieve the Obama Administration’s economic recovery goals to rebuild and revitalize the nation’s infrastructure,” Vilsack said. “Thanks to the Recovery Act, investments in water and wastewater infrastructure will help deliver safe drinking water and protect the environment throughout rural America.”
“This round of USDA Rural Development Recovery Act funding will create jobs and boost local economies, while providing safe drinking water and a cleaner environment for thousands of rural New Yorkers, “ said Jill Harvey, State Director for USDA Rural Development in New York. “This funding also reduces the financial burden for our small rural communities, who are facing significant fiscal challenges as a result of the economic downturn.”
New York projects and awards are:

· Village of Alfred Wastewater System Improvements, Allegany County, $797,000 loan. Loan terms are 38 years at 3.25 percent interest. Funds will be used to rehabilitate the Village’s aging sanitary sewer and collection system. Improvements will include replacing the mechanical mixer of an existing anaerobic digester that has stopped functioning and the purchase of a new gas Dome replacement cover to address leakage issues. The system serves more than 440 residential properties and 94 non-residential properties. 
· The Town of Wolcott Water Systems Improvement, Wayne County, $1,542,600 loan/grant combination. Grant is for $898,600; loan is for $644,000. Loan terms are 38 years at 2.375 percent interest. A new water district will be constructed along Waters Road and Red Creek Road in the Town of Wolcott, providing clean safe water for 72 residential properties and 2 non-residential properties. Residents currently rely on inadequate, often unsanitary, private wells 
President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 into law on Feb. 17, 2009. It is designed to jumpstart the nation’s economy, create or save millions of jobs and put down a payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief and protect those in greatest need.

For information on USDA Rural Development programs, contact the Rural Development state office at (315) 477- 6400 or visit the USDA Rural Development’s website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

To file a complaint of discrimination write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410

 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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