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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ANNOUNCES WATER

SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS FOR SEVEN NEW YORK COMMUNITIES

$9.2 Million Going to Projects in Allegany, Livingston, Genesee, Delaware and Washington counties
SYRACUSE, N.Y., March 23, 2010 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development agency has awarded more than $9.2 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding to seven New York water projects.
“These Recovery Act projects will help create jobs, while providing safe drinking water for thousands of rural New Yorkers,” said Jill Harvey, State Director for USDA Rural Development in New York. “This funding will also help ease the financial burden for these rural communities, who are facing significant fiscal challenges during these tough economic times.” 

The New York projects and awards are:
· Village of Angelica, Allegany County, $847,000 loan and grant combination. Grant is for $347,000; loan is for $500,000. Loan terms are 38 years at 2.375 percent interest. Existing treatment facility, pumping station and other aspects of the water system be upgraded, improving service for more than 400 homes and businesses.

· Town of Middletown Arkville Water District, Delaware County, $1,183,000 loan and grant combination. Grant is for $708,000; loan is for $475,000. Loan terms are 38 years at 3.25 percent interest. A new well and control building will be constructed and deteriorating water main will also be replaced, significantly upgrading service for more than 200 homes and businesses. 
· Town of Avon Route 39 Water District, Livingston County, $700,000 loan and grant combination. Grant is for $488,000; loan is for $212,000. Loan terms are 38 years at 2.375 percent interest. Private wells will be replaced with municipal water service, eliminating health threats and improving service to 27 homes. 

· Village of Granville, Washington County, $4.7 million loan. Terms are 38 years at 2.375 percent interest. New wells will be drilled, a new filtration plant constructed and water lines replaced. Project will correct environmental issues and improve water service for more than 1,000 homes and businesses. 
· Town of Stafford Water District 5, Genesee County, $900,000 loan and grant combination. Grant is for $496,000; loan is for $404,000. Loan terms are 38 years at 2.375 percent interest. More than 2 ½ miles of pipe will be installed to bring municipal water service to 41 homes. The new service will replace private wells that have a variety of contaminants and require expensive treatment.
· Town of Oakfield Water District 2, Genesee County, $758,200 loan and grant package. Grant is for $338,200; loan is for $420,000. Loan terms are 38 years at 3.25 percent interest. Nearly two miles of water pipe will be installed to provide municipal water service to 27 homes and businesses. Residents currently rely on private wells that provide poor quality water. 

· Town of LeRoy, Genesee County, $195,000 loan and grant combination. Grant is for $140,000; loan is $55,000. Loan terms are 38 years at 2.375 percent interest. Municipal water service will be extended to four homes that rely on inadequate wells. 

The awards were announced by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack in Washington, D.C. last Thursday and are part of a $159 million Recovery Act funding package being provided for 60 projects in 20 states. 

For more information on USDA Rural Development programs, contact the Rural Development state office at (315) 477- 6400 or visit the USDA Rural Development’s website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny. 
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