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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS MORE THAN $1.8 MILLION IN RECOVERY ACT FUNDING TO TWO NEW YORK WATER PROJECTS
SYRACUSE, N.Y., Nov. 18, 2009 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development agency has awarded more than $1.8 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding to water projects in the Town of Clarendon and the Village of Ft. Plain. 

“This Recovery Act funding will help Ft. Plain repair its water distribution system and enable Clarendon to build a new water district to better serve its residents,” said Jill Harvey, State Director for USDA Rural Development in New York. “In addition to providing clean, safe drinking water, these projects also represent a long-term investment in the communities’ infrastructure, which will support residential and economic expansion.” 

The funding was announced today in Washington, D.C. by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. The two New York projects are part of $117.3 million in water and environmental funding that is supporting 31 water and sewer projects in 17 states. 

Ft. Plain will receive $1,728,725, which will be used to construct a new water tower and install new pipe and water filtration systems. The award will be distributed as a $1,357,000 loan and a $371,725 grant. Loan terms are 38 years at 2.5 percent interest. 
The Town of Clarendon will receive a $124,000 loan. Loan terms are 38 years at 3.375 percent. The funding will help create Water District #9, which will run municipal water lines to 17 homes in the Powerline Road area. The homes currently rely on private wells that have encountered numerous water quality issues.  

President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 into law on Feb. 17, 2009. It is designed to jumpstart the nation’s economy, create or save millions of jobs and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need.

For more information on USDA Rural Development programs, contact the Rural Development state office at (315) 477-6400 or visit Rural Development’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

To file a complaint of discrimination write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410

 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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