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BEYOND THE NUMBERS: USDA HOME LOAN PROGRAM 

HELPS DESERVING FAMILIES FIND HOMES 

SYRACUSE, N.Y., Dec. 21, 2009 -- USDA’s home loan program has helped more than 2,500 rural New Yorkers become home owners this year, but record loan volume is not the best indicator of the program’s success. 
The home loan program’s most compelling selling point is the positive impact it has on the lives of families, as the following three success stories from western, eastern and northern New York illustrate. These stories also showcase the strong working relationships Rural Development maintains with numerous nonprofit housing organizations throughout New York.
Ume Peniel, Penn Yan, Yates County 

A single mother working as a certified nursing assistant at Penn Yan’s Soldiers & Sailors Hospital, Ume wanted a home of her own where she could raise Miranda, her three-year old daughter. With the help of USDA Rural Development and the Keuka Housing Council (KHC), a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the quality and quantity of housing in Yates County, she was able to achieve that goal. 

Ume first completed a pre-qualification package with KHC and then submitted it to Rural Development’s Canandaigua office. The end result was that Ume received a USDA direct home loan and grant funding from KHC to help with construction costs. Construction started in April 2009 and her new home was completed two months later. On June 25, Rural Development held a ribbon-cutting at Ume’s new home to highlight National Home Ownership Month. 
 

Jenetta Connors, Ellenville, Ulster County

The direct loan program enabled Jenetta Conners to move out of an apartment in Middletown into her own home in nearby Ellenville. One of eight children, Jenetta was the first person in her family to own a home. 
Like many direct loan recipients, Jenetta’s story is one of perseverance. A single mother with two teenage daughters, Jenetta was determined to buy a house. She worked for 10 years to fix her credit and her diligence paid off in early 2009. After attending homebuyers’ classes, which helped prepare her for the challenge of buying a home, Jenetta received a direct home loan from Rural Development and funding from the Rural Ulster Preservation Company (RUPCO), which helped with closing costs and repairs.
Bea Watkins, Chase Mills, St. Lawrence County

Bea Watkins’ story is one of unintended, but pleasant, consequences. 

Bea originally came to the Canton Rural Development office requesting a home repair loan to help update her 1968, single-wide, one-bedroom trailer. The old trailer needed several repairs and safety upgrades. There was only one entrance to the trailer, for example, and if a fire occurred it would have been very difficult to get out. 
After meeting with Bea, the local Rural Development staff contacted North Country Affordable Housing, a nonprofit housing group that administers a trailer replacement program and often works with the agency. Bea was able to receive both a Rural Development direct home loan and assistance from North Country Affordable Housing. The end result was that she was able to go from living is a sub-standard, single-wide trailer to new, two-bedroom modular home. 

#
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