ARRA Bidding Document Special Provisions for RD Projects
ARRA funds obligated by other Agencies (e.g. EPA/DEFA) are not subject to the provisions contained in this document. The provisions in this document are only applicable when preparing Bidding Documents that contain ARRA funds obligated through Rural Development. The following items must be addressed:
1. Make sure to use the ARRA Temporary Construction sign located at: www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/englib/contract.htm
2. The following provisions must be added to the specified areas of the bidding documents:
Advertisement for Bids: This contract is expected to be funded in whole or in part using funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  Section 1605 of the ARRA prohibits the use of these funds unless all iron, steel, and manufactured goods are produced in the United States.  All iron and steel manufacturing processes must take place in the United States, except for metallurgical processes involving refinement of steel additives.  There is no requirement for the origin of components and subcomponents of manufactured goods.  Products listed at 48 CFR 25.104(a) have been determined to be unavailable in the United States and if required for the project may be purchased from foreign sources.  No unauthorized use of foreign iron, steel, and/or manufactured goods will be allowed on this project.  {The following exceptions apply to this project:}

Information for Bidders: "The contractor must comply with the minimum rates for wages for laborers and mechanics as determined by the Secretary of Labor in accordance with the provisions of the Davis-Bacon and Related Acts."

This contract is expected to be funded in whole or in part using funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  Section 1605 of the ARRA prohibits the use of these funds unless all iron, steel, and manufactured goods are produced in the United States.  All iron and steel manufacturing processes must take place in the United States, except for metallurgical processes involving refinement of steel additives.  There is no requirement for the origin of components and subcomponents of manufactured goods.  Products listed at 48 CFR 25.104(a) have been determined to be unavailable in the United States and if required for the project may be purchased from foreign sources.  No unauthorized use of foreign iron, steel, and/or manufactured goods will be allowed on this project.  {The following exceptions apply to this project:}

Supplemental General Conditions: This contract is funded in whole or in part using funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  Section 1605 of the ARRA prohibits the use of these funds unless all iron, steel, and manufactured goods are produced in the United States.  All iron and steel manufacturing processes must take place in the United States, except for metallurgical processes involving refinement of steel additives.  There is no requirement for the origin of components and subcomponents of manufactured goods.  Products listed at 48 CFR 25.104(a) have been determined to be unavailable in the United States and if required for the project may be purchased from foreign sources.  No unauthorized use of foreign iron, steel, and/or manufactured goods will be allowed on this project.  {The following exceptions apply to this project:}

3. A letter submitted from the consulting engineer/architect with the bidding documents stating that the plans, specifications and bidding documents are in compliance with the Buy American provisions. This should be a stand-alone letter separate from the bidding documents. A sample letter is included on the following page:

XYZ Engineers, Inc.

A Street

Anytown, USA 12345

Mayor

Town of Borrower

Main Street

Borrower, State 12345

Re: Subject Project

Dear Honorable Mayor:

I have reviewed the plans, specifications, and bidding documents for the subject project.  It is my professional opinion that these documents are in compliance with the Buy American provisions, section 1605 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  It is also my professional opinion that all iron, steel, and manufactured goods referenced in the documents are either produced in the United States or the subject of a waiver of the requirement as approved by the Secretary of Agriculture.  Notice my seal below as a Professional Engineer licensed in the State of XXX.

Sincerely,

Engineer

