
  10:30-11:30 am Concurrent Workshops 
 Philip Walker        
  Downtown Planning for Small Communities What works now?
 Josh Bays     
  Site Selection Trends What are companies looking for today? What 
  can you do to make your community more competitive?
 Valecia Crisafulli     
  Heritage Based Economic Development How to build a sustainable 
  community on what makes yours unique.
 Jeff Miller     
  Leadership Development Part I Building and leading communities in 
  an era of increasing complexity and chaos.
 Mimi Bliss     
  Answering the Question What are you doing to bring good jobs to
  your community?

  1:30-2:30 pm   Concurrent Workshops 
 Laith Wardi     
  Going Beyond the Survey Business retention and expansion - new market  
  forces impacting our companies, communities and organizations.
 Pete Nelson      
  AgBio and Biomass New models in rural economic development, growing
  renewable energy jobs in rural communities. 
    Jeff Miller     
  Leadership Development Part II Building and leading communities in 
  an era of increasing complexity and chaos.
 Michael Burcham    
  Building an Entrepreneurial Ecosystem What are the key ingredients 
  necessary to create a sustainable creative community?

       2:45-3:45 pm   Concurrent Workshops 
 Hawk, New, Nyberg & Winchester  
  Tennessee Rural Initiatives Panel Retire Tennessee, Tennessee    
  Main Street Programs and Three Star community development.
 Susan Elkins      
  TECH-REDI Upper Cumberland Regional Economic Development Institute,
  leveraging university resources to enhance regional economic development. 
    Jeff Miller     
  Leadership Development Part III Building and leading communities in an 
  era of increasing complexity and chaos.
 Josh Bays     
  Site Selection Trends What are companies looking for today? What
  can you do to make your community more competitive?

        Plenary Speaker     Laith Wardi, Owner, Executive Pulse 
                       It’s Not Business As Usual - A new framework for business 
                         retention and expansion.

B u i l d i n g  V i b r a n t  C o m m u n i t i e s
17th Annual

Rural Development Conference
April 11-12, 2012

        NOTE: 
Click on a Link next 
to the workshop 
title to view or 
download available 
presentations.
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http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-Laith-Wardi-2012-RDCon.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-Laith-Wardi-2012-RDCon.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-Laith-Wardi-2012-RDCon.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-Laith-Wardi-2012-RDCon.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-Bays-2012-RDCon.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/EC-Slides-2012-USDA.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-Bays-2012-RDCon.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-TECH-REDI-2012-RDConf.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-RDCon-Walker.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-Laith-Wardi-2012-RDCon.pdf
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/SupportDocuments/TN-AgBio-Nelson-2012-RDCon.pdf

