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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 

April 16, 2001 


                                 Gary Korzan    - (605) 352-1142             
                       




          Patrick Gross  - (605) 624-7060 or









                      - (605) 352-1100 


USDA ANNOUNCES AVAILABILITY OF $4.5 MILLION TO PROMOTE CO-OP DEVELOPMENT
HURON - The U.S. Department of Agriculture today invited preapplications for $4.5 million in grants to encourage the development of new, member-owned cooperatives.  The funding is being provided by the Rural Cooperative Development Grant program of USDA Rural Development. 

The grants will be awarded on a competitive basis to nonprofit corporations and institutions of higher learning, for use in helping organize new rural business cooperatives.  The funds may be used to finance feasibility studies and other “hands-on” technical assistance activities required for successful cooperative development.

Of the $4.5 million, $1.5 million is reserved for efforts assisting small, minority producers whose governing boards or memberships are comprised of at least 75 percent minorities.

The deadline for receipt of preapplications is May 24, 2001.  Preapplications should be sent to the USDA Rural Development state office serving the state in which the project will be headquartered. 

Information on the program is available from South Dakota's USDA Rural Development state office by contacting Gary Korzan or Robert Bothwell at (605) 352-1142.  Further information is available by contacting one of our ten office locations in Aberdeen, Huron, Watertown, Mitchell, Sioux Falls, Vermillion, Yankton, Rapid City, Pierre and Sturgis, or by visiting the following web address: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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