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NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR APPOINTED FOR OGLALA OYATE WOITANCAN EMPOWERMENT ZONE

Kyle, SD---The Oglala Oyate Woitancan Empowerment Zone (OOW-EZ) recently announced the hiring of David “Tally” Plume as Executive Director. Plume has assumed his new duties following administrative duties with the Oglala Lakota College.

Plume is a graduate of the University of North Dakota in Elementary Education and the University of South Dakota in Education Administration.  He has served in various capacities on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation during his 20-year career.  Plume said, "My main objective is to create 'sustainable' employment while protecting the tribe's resources, especially land."

The OOW designation came from a Presidential Initiative in January of 1999 and a national competition against 160 communities for financial support of an economic development strategic plan. The plan was submitted by community members and it includes work on job creation, basic needs, educational initiatives, business assistance, housing and other needs.  Since that time organizational work has been time consuming, but successful, according to USDA Rural Development officials who provide technical assistance for the program.  










Patrick Gross of the USDA Rural Development State office and Tim Potts from the Rural Development Rapid City office both commented on the work that has gone into establishing the EZ.  Gross said, “The biggest challenge facing the EZ, beyond the goal of creating 1,000 jobs on the reservation, is coordination of resources with the communities while working with overall tribal priorities.” He continued, “The EZ is in a unique position to support projects and initiatives which sometimes tribal government either cannot afford or may not be able to make a priority because of their long list of needs of the people.”

Potts said, “Our programs support individual and multi-family housing, rural business, community facilities and infrastructure needs. In recent years we have invested close to fifteen million dollars on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.” He added, “ We look for ways to leverage our money and the resources of others.” He commented on the new Youth Center that USDA Rural Development worked on with others as a good example. He said, “Our investment of $2.02 million, as well as funds from the EZ , are critical to leveraging the balance for the $6 million youth center. This project will greatly impact the youth of this reservation because if focuses on both wellness and youth entrepreneurial activities.”

John Steele, President of the Oglala Sioux Tribe said, “The Empowerment Zone will continue to help us with the needs of our communities. As Executive Director, Tally Plume and the EZ Board will continue to work closely with the tribe to make a difference for reservation communities.”  In recent weeks Steele has met with local leaders in strategic planning sessions to discuss and prioritize a broad range of issues including housing, roads, youth activity, jobs and employment, land use, education and healthcare.
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