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USDA PROVIDES $17.5 MILLION TO ASSIST ECONOMICALLY DISTRESSED RURAL AREAS 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced the selection of 66 projects totaling $17.5 million in competitive grant funds for economically distressed rural communities in 21 states. The grant funds will assist in developing essential community facilities in areas of extremely high unemployment and severe economic depression.

“It’s important that we help our rural areas that are in greatest need,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman. “Today’s selected projects will bring essential medical, fire fighting, and child care services and facilities to rural communities that may not otherwise be able to afford them.” 

In South Dakota $299,660 will be awarded to the following communities:

· City of McLaughlin - $4,140
Purpose:  Purchase additional equipment to supplement the existing emergency early warning siren system serving the residents of the City of McLaughlin, Corson County, SD.

· City of Isabel - $15,000
Purpose:  Purchase an emergency early warning siren system to replace the previous system struck by lightning, Dewey County, SD.

· Oti Kaga, Inc. - $126,220
Purpose:  Construct an office building to house Oti Kaga, Inc., a non-profit housing development corporation providing affordable housing to low-income residents of Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Reservation, Eagle Butte, Dewey County, SD.

· Enemy Swim District - $42,800
Purpose:  Purchase equipment for a newly-constructed child care facility serving the residents of Day County, SD.

· Town of Raymond - $61,500
Purpose:  Construct a new fire hall to offer improved service to the residents of the Town of Raymond, Clark County, SD.

· Eureka Community Benevolent Hospital - $50,000
Purpose:  Renovate hospital to create new laboratory and therapy areas to better serve the residents of Eureka, SD.

Lynn Jensen, South Dakota USDA Rural Development State Director, said, "Our essential community facilities loan and grant programs bring critical dollars to very meaningful projects in our rural towns."  He continued, "These dollars came from a special funding opportunity and our staff worked very hard to qualify rural projects in a timely fashion."

Grant funds are available to eligible public entities, nonprofit corporations and tribal governments.  The monies provide for community service facilities including fire and rescue buildings/equipment, streets, utilities, community buildings, libraries, hospitals, clinics, and day-care centers.

- CONTINUED ON BACK -

Applications were considered competitively, with communities having the lowest populations and lowest median incomes given selection priority.  Other selection criteria included each project’s economic feasibility and the program’s goal of distributing program funds throughout all regions of the United States.

A complete list of the selected individual grant recipients and projects can be found at:  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/news.htm.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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