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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                       FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: February 15, 2001 


 

          Patrick Gross  - (605) 624-7060 or                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                        (605) 352-1100

                                                                                              Bob Bothwell - (605) 352-1142

APPLICATION DEADLINE NEAR FOR $15 MILLION IN TELECOM GRANTS 

Huron - The application deadline for $15 million in grants for rural education and medical telecommunications projects is fast approaching. Applications for grants under USDA's Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) Program must be postmarked no later than March 2, 2001.
Distance learning enables students in isolated rural schools, using broad-band telecommunications links, to participate in a wide array of enriched classes such as virtual field trips, college preparatory and foreign language classes. Telemedicine technology makes it possible for doctors to examine and direct the treatment of rural patients living in remote areas. Since 1993, USDA has invested $102 million in more than 383 DLT projects, bringing better quality health care to patients in more than 1,000 rural hospitals and clinics, and improving the quality of education for thousands of students.
In addition to the $15 million earmarked for grants under the DLT program, the Rural Utilities Service of USDA Rural Development is also accepting applications for $200 million in loans and $110 million for DLT grant/loan combinations. The latter will include $10 million in grants and $100 million in loans. The deadline for applications for loans and loan/grant combinations is Sept. 30, 2001.
In South Dakota, information on USDA’s DLT program is available by contacting one of our ten office locations in Aberdeen, Huron, Watertown, Mitchell, Sioux Falls, Vermillion, Yankton, Rapid City, Pierre, and Sturgis or visit Rural Development’s South Dakota Home Page at: www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd/index.htm.  Further information can also be obtained by visiting the National USDA Rural Development’s web site at: www.usda.rurdev or by calling 

Rural Development's State Office at (605) 352-1142.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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