[image: image1.png]






[image: image2.wmf]

[image: image3.wmf]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                       FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: February 16, 2001 


 

          Patrick Gross      - (605) 624-7060 or                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                            (605) 352-1100

                                                                                              Ron Freesemann - (605) 352-1132

NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD GOES TO USDA RURAL HOUSING SERVICE 

Huron - USDA Rural Housing Service - South Dakota announced today that it has received national recognition for outstanding contributions in support of their mission area. The recognition is an annual event for USDA and is awarded from the national administrator’s office in Washington, DC. South Dakota will receive one of the Administrator’s Bronze Award for their work in Fiscal Year 2000.

Commenting on the recognition, Dallas Tonsager, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota said, “ This recognition affirms what a great staff we have at Rural Development. They have once again distinguished themselves in their service to South Dakotans.” The award was won based upon selected criteria by the National Rural Housing Office that included outreach and special initiatives, number of loans made in various programs, collection rates and overall performance compared the previous year.

Rural Housing Service in the last six years has invested $320.2 million into South Dakota housing programs that have served over 5,900 families, communities, and individuals.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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