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USDA ANNOUNCES $47.5 MILLION IN COMMUNITY FACILITIES GRANTS FOR DEPRESSED RURAL AREAS
Washington – USDA Secretary Ann Veneman today announced that $47.5 million in grants are available to develop essential community facilities – including schools, libraries, fire and rescue, public safety, hospitals, clinics, and multipurpose community centers – in rural areas experiencing severe unemployment and economic depression.  

The community facilities grants are made available through USDA’s Rural Housing Service and earmarked for rural communities where the “not employed” rate is greater than 19.5 percent and where feasibility is not likely without the injection of grant funds to complete the essential community facility.  Rural Development offers assistance to develop essential community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations of less than 20,000. 

Authorized by the U.S. Congress, the special grant initiative, is administered through USDA Rural Development’s Community Facilities program.  Applications will be considered competitively, with communities having the lowest populations and lowest median incomes given selection priority.  Other selection criteria include each project’s economic feasibility and the program’s goal of distributing program funds throughout all regions of the United States.  Selections will be made on a month to month basis.   

Applications may be submitted at any time throughout FY 2001 until the funds are exhausted. Further information is available by contacting one of our ten office locations in Aberdeen, Huron, Watertown, Mitchell, Sioux Falls, Vermillion, Yankton, Rapid City, Pierre and Sturgis, or visit Rural Development's national office website at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/nofas. 

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
_971685605.bin

_971685606.bin

_971685604.bin

