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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                   FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 

May 3, 2001    


                              Tim Murray   - (605) 996-1564, Ext. 4            
                       




      Patrick Gross - (605) 624-7060, Ext. 4 or








                             - (605) 352-1100 


USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT SUPPORTS RUG RAT DAY CARE

Chamberlain, SD -- Officials from USDA Rural Development presented a check this week to the Rug Rat Day Care in Chamberlain totaling $74,670 ($59,370 loan and $15,300 grant) to help fund their new facility located near both the Mid-Dakota Hospital and Chamberlain High School.

Tim Murray, Rural Development Manager from Mitchell and Les Boehmer, Rural Development Director from Sioux Falls presented the combination loan and grant funds to Gary McQuistion President of Rug Rat Resort, Inc. and several board members at the new facility which comes from the Governor's Affordable Housing Project.  The Governor's House models have been recently modified to accommodate Day Care Centers which often increases affordability for organizations providing Day Care services.

Murray said, "We think this project is exciting because it will be of special benefit to not only Chamberlain, but to a large service area." The service area for Rug Rat Day Care includes Aurora, Brule, Buffalo and the Town of Oacoma. Fifty-three children presently use the facility. The terms of the loan portion of the project included a forty-year term at 5%. Total project cost is approximately $102,000.

McQuistion said, " Rural Development has been very helpful with funding and support for our project." He continued, "The partnership between our organization, the federal government and the State of South Dakota has worked very well."   Another partner Marquette Bank of Chamberlain provided interim financing to help make the project become a reality.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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