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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                             FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
May 31, 2001
 



            Ronald Freesemann - (605) 352-1132                

                                                                                    Patrick Gross           - (605) 624-7060, Ext. 4 

NATIONAL HOMEOWNERSHIP WEEK SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 2 - 9, 2001

Huron - USDA Officials announced today that National Homeownership week will again focus on the importance of homeownership in America and will feature over one hundred events nationwide that highlight homebuyer education, seminars and other outreach efforts.

In South Dakota several events are scheduled including open houses and groundbreakings for new homeowners in Waubay and Ipswich, Brookings and Huron, and other communities where Rural Development is financing the Governor's Affordable Houses.  "Paint the Town" events in Mission and Wall are also scheduled during the week.  Additional activities include events featuring affordable housing opportunities in the Black Hills such as the promotion of USDA's 502 direct and guaranteed housing program at two open houses in Rapid Valley in partnership with the Teton Coalition, a Rapid City housing organization.

Ron Freesemann, Acting Housing Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota said, "Our organization annually participates in Homeownership Week as it highlights how active we are in the housing marketplace with our affordable housing programs." He continued, " We are especially pleased that we are able to help elderly and lower income people stay in their homes and maintain their quality of life situations." This week a home repair loan made to a 105 year old Vermillion woman, who continues to lead an active life and live at home, is featured on the national Rural Development Web page (http://www.rurdev.usda.gov), in conjunction with Homeownership Week.

In figures released last year, USDA Rural Housing has made over $60 billion available for investment in homeownership nationwide, which in turn enabled over two million home purchases.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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