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RURAL DEVELOPMENT MARKS EARTH DAY, ANNOUNCES $108 MILLION IN RURAL WATER AND WASTEWATER PROJECTS

Huron-- Deputy Under Secretary of Agriculture for Rural Development Mike Neruda today announced over $108 million in rural water and wastewater projects, and urged Americans to observe Earth Day by reaffirming their commitment to protecting the earth’s air, water, and land.

“Each of us bears the responsibility of being good stewards of the resources entrusted to us, not only for ourselves, but for generations yet to come,” said Neruda.  “We need to remember that every day is Earth Day, especially for rural Americans, who live close to the land and make their livings from it.”

Neruda said that USDA Rural Development, through its Rural Utilities Service (RUS), is doing its part by working with rural communities across America to build and modernize water and wastewater disposal systems.  “Today we are announcing the funding of 46 projects to build and improve rural water and sewage systems, totaling nearly $108 million,” said Neruda.  “Today, in rural communities in 34 states, Rural Development is observing the importance of Earth Day.  Rural communities are doing their part to preserve our earth by installing or upgrading water and wastewater systems to be in compliance with environmental requirements.  Hundreds of thousands of Americans will benefit through cleaner water for municipal supplies, recreation, and wildlife resources.” 

Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for South Dakota said, “We are pleased to participate in Earth Day as we have funded several worthwhile projects across South Dakota that meet the standards of Earth Day.” Jensen referred to a project at Pine Ridge, SD where a major solid waste project was recently funded that included a waste baler facility. The Oglala Sioux Tribe hosted a ribbon cutting last Friday to launch their baler operation. According to Jensen, the facility and landfill will resolve considerable health issues for the tribe. He added, “Our $1.15 million grant and $150,000 loan will help the tribe clean up a considerable number of sites, consolidate their landfill operations, and operate a state-of-the-art baler operation.”

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

NOTE:
 The 60 plus events being held across the United States represent $142 million in USDA funds for water and wastewater projects. This amount includes the $108 million announced today by Deputy Under Secretary Neruda.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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