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USDA APPROVES $16.5 MILLION FOR ECONOMICALLY TROUBLED RURAL COMMUNITIES 

WASHINGTON - Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced today the selection of over 150 projects in economically distressed communities in 26 states and U.S. Territories to receive $16.5 million in Community Facilities Economic Impact Initiative Grants. The grants will assist in the development of important community services and facilities in areas of high unemployment and economic depression.

“Rural areas across the country will benefit from these grants which will be used for medical, educational, fire fighting, maintenance and child care facilities,” said Veneman.  “This Administration continues its efforts to strengthen rural communities through programs such as the ones being announced today.” 

According to Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in Huron, thirteen projects in South Dakota totaling $481,284 will be funded.  They include:  Dupree Fire Department - $12,688 - hazardous weather warning system; City of Morristown - $22,500 - wildland fire truck; City of Mission - $24,000 - police vehicle; OOW Empowerment Zone - $30,000 - fire truck and road grader; OOW Empowerment Zone - $40,000 - used ambulance and elderly transportation vehicle; OOW Empowerment Zone - $50,000 - community/wellness center; Eagle Butte Fire Department - $34,796 - community emergency warning siren; City of Newell - $40,000 - used fire truck; Isabel Fire Department - $37,500 - new fire truck; City of Newell - $35,000 - new ambulance; Kadoka Nursing Home Association - $50,000 - medical clinic relocation/nursing home update and remodeling; Armour/ Douglas County Memorial Hospital - $100,000 - addition for pharmacy and expansion of kitchen and dining room; Town of Stickney - $4,800 - replace community center entrance doors.

Jensen said, "This initiative is extremely helpful to rural towns across our state.  We have funded critically needed projects that may not have happened without this funding."  He continued, "This community funding follows a competitive application process for specific one time funds. We will work with those community projects not funded in this competition to explore future opportunities through our regular Community Facility Program."

The grants are made available through a special initiative under the Community Facilities program of USDA Rural Development. The projects must be essential community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations of less than 20,000 that have a not employed rate of at least 19 percent. The grants provide facilities for community health care, cultural and educational activities, fire, rescue and public safety and public building and improvement.

For example, Iron County Ambulance District in Missouri was selected to receive a grant to purchase an ambulance and lifesaving equipment. The county, part of the Lower Mississippi Delta Region, has a high unemployment rate and is medically under-served. The new ambulance and lifesaving equipment will serve 2,962 households and will significantly improve emergency medical services in the area. 

A complete list of the selected individual grant recipients and projects can be found at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/news.htm:
Continued on back…..

Grant funds are available to eligible public entities, nonprofit corporations, special purpose districts and tribal governments. Communities having the lowest populations and lowest median incomes were given selection priority. The project's economic feasibility and the financial status of the applicant were also considered.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/. 

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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