1
2



[image: image1.wmf]“

Our name is

our commitment.”


 
[image: image3.wmf]
 
[image: image4.wmf]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                                     FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
May 1, 2002






         Patrick Gross  - (605) 624-7060 or

                        
 
      (605) 352-1102










         Denise Bruce  - (605) 226-7381

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT HONORED WITH ‘REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S AWARD’:  BIA RECOGNIZES INVESTMENTS IN INDIAN COUNTRY BY FEDERAL PARTNER

Aberdeen—The Great Plains Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs hosted the fourth annual Great Plains Tribal/Federal Economic Development Conference in Aberdeen in early April. Several hundred attendees representing tribes from three states and federal agencies participated in the three-day event designed to promote economic and rural development activities in the multi-state area. As part of conference activities BIA Regional Director Cora Jones presented South Dakota USDA Rural Development with the annual Regional Director’s Award for their contributions and technical assistance with area tribes.

Jones, BIA Regional Director in Aberdeen said, “ When we look at the amount of work and number of projects USDA has involved themselves in, and when we realize that over the last five years USDA program dollars invested in Indian Country exceed $46 million, we believe this recognition is very deserved.” She continued, “We want to especially recognize USDA Area III for their work and efforts with area tribes.” During the presentation Jones recognized USDA Rural Development for their work with the Oglala Oyate Woitancan Empowerment Zone on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and technical assistance with other tribes in South Dakota, including formalized working relationships with three tribes who have received Champion Community status with USDA. Those with Champion Community status include the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Lower Brule Sioux Tribe, and the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. 

Patrick Gross, Community Development Program Director, accepted the award for State Director Lynn D. Jensen and Rural Development employees. Special recognition was given by both the BIA and Gross to Mr. Tim Potts, Rural Development Director in Rapid City and his employees who involved themselves in numerous projects in recent months, their accomplishments in funding community facilities projects in the region and their work with the Empowerment Zone at Pine Ridge.  Gross said, “ This award is very much appreciated. It is for our employees who daily involve themselves in community work statewide, especially for those who work with the Tribes and Indian Nations of South Dakota.” Gross, in turn, presented the award to Area III Director Tim Potts, who has rural development responsibilities for western South Dakota, including four tribes.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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