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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 



FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
May 20, 2002






Patrick Gross  - (605) 624-7060 or

             
             (605) 352-1102


FEDERAL OFFICIALS AWARD FUNDS FOR DAY CARE CENTER
Willow Lake - USDA Rural Development officials visited Willow Lake this week to award the federal $12,000 grant being given to the local day care center. 

Lynn D, Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development and staff members Ron Freesemann, Tom Franken and Jim Madsen of Watertown were present for the award. 

Jensen said, “The Community Facility Grant program helps rural towns provide critical needs to local residents, and this project is no exception.” He continued, “Not only are local needs met we believe four jobs will be created in Willow Lake because of this project.” Earlier the State of South Dakota awarded funding for the inmate constructed facility.

A group of parents planned the facility over recent months, including Kris and Krista Ferkin, Margaret Grimm, Nicole Tonak, Crystal Knock, Bobbie Schmidt, and Marlene Schuelke who is serving as the acting director. The award coincides with the opening day of operation, according to Schuelke.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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