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FEDERAL FUNDING FOR TWO AREA COMMUNITIES

Huron - USDA Rural Development officials presented funding this week to two area applicants who were successful in obtaining federal funding for housing and business development activities.

In Kyle, Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen and staff members Tim Potts and Dave Adrian of Rapid City presented $75,000 in grant funds to the Oglala Sioux Tribe Partnership for Housing which will support technical assistance used for enhancing housing opportunities for community members. The OST Partnership promotes the use of dwellings built in part by homeowners under the USDA program called Self Help Housing.

At Rosebud, Jensen and staff made two awards to the Rosebud Economic Development Corporation (REDCO), a non-profit formed to encourage and facilitate sustainable economic development for the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. A $99,975 Rural Business Enterprise Grant and a $50,000 Rural Business Opportunity Grant were awarded following a competitive application process designed to help emerging small businesses and use funds to help with marketing and feasibility studies, and the development of business plans. REDCO is a non profit organization which was formed following a strategic planning process the Rosebud Sioux Tribe underwent in preparation for competition in USDA’s Empowerment Initiative. As a result of the strategic planning processes and a formal agreement with USDA, and with the help of REDCO, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe has become a designated Champion Community.

Jensen said, “ Our programs in housing and business development are critical to communities across South Dakota, but especially to the rural areas of Pine Ridge and Rosebud.”  He continued, “Both OST Partnership for Housing and REDCO have distinguished themselves in community planning and their implementation of sustainable strategic plans.”  Jensen added that the grants awarded this week expand the capacity of both organizations to accomplish long-range plans.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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