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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
November 13, 2001



                     Patrick Gross      - (605) 624-7060 or











   (605) 352-1102

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ACCEPTING RBEG GRANT APPLICATIONS 

Huron - USDA Rural Development is accepting pre-applications for the Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) program until December 14, 2001.  Pre-applications are to be filed with your local USDA Rural Development Office.  

The RBEG Program supports the development of small and emerging business in communities of less than 50,000 population, with priority going to communities under 25,000 population.  Eligible applicants include public bodies, non-profit organizations and federally recognized Indian tribal groups.  Grants cannot be made directly to individual businesses. 

Funds may be used to establish a revolving loan fund, for direct construction, planning or technical assistance by the grantee.  Examples include: 

· acquisition and development of land, easements and right of ways;

· construction, conversion, enlargement, repairs or modernization of buildings, plants, machinery, equipment, access streets and roads, parking areas or utilities;

· startup operating cost and working capital;

· reasonable fees and charges for professional services for the planning and development of an eligible project.

Additional information regarding this program can be obtained by contacting one of our USDA Rural Development Offices or Rural Business-Utilities Service Division in the State Office at telephone number (605) 352-1142.  Rural Development offices serving South Dakota are located in Watertown, Aberdeen, Huron, Sioux Falls, Mitchell, Vermillion, Yankton, Rapid City, Pierre, and Sturgis.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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