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FEDERAL OFFICIALS PRESENT FUNDING AWARDS TO AREA PROJECTS

Mitchell - USDA Rural Development officials met with area residents while recognizing financial awards for two local projects this week. The Community Alcohol/Drug Center, a non-profit organization in Mitchell, will receive a $66,150 loan, and the Plankinton School District of Aurora County will receive a $99,525 grant from USDA Rural Development.

In Mitchell, the Alcohol/Drug Center will receive a federal long-term loan to repair a roof that has prevented them from using their entire building over several years, following design and weather-related damages. Jim Hayes, Executive Director for the facility said, “Dealing with USDA Rural Development has been one of the easiest working relationships we’ve ever had with the government.”  The loan comes from a federal program designed to assist essential community facilities and has a term of 40 years at an interest rate of  4.75%. Hayes worked with the Mitchell Rural Development office to acquire the loan.

The Plankinton School District received a $99,525 grant this week to help defray engineering expenses associated with the construction of their new school following a propane explosion and ensuing fire that destroyed the original school structure. The Community Facilities grant comes from a one-time opportunity for funding community facilities based on levels of not-employed individuals in approximately 21 counties in South Dakota. 

Lynn Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development said, “With considerable national competition for funding in this program, we are especially pleased to find support for these projects.” He continued, “Both of these projects will affect individuals and families in a positive way and help these organizations with critical funding needs.”

Rosemary Maine, Business Manager for the Plankinton School District said, “Rural Development has been very supportive of our building project and we are very appreciative of the funding we have received from them.” Under the special initiative, grants for the Community Facilities funding were awarded at levels under $100 thousand dollars per project.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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