1
2



[image: image1.wmf]“

Our name is

our commitment.”


 
[image: image3.wmf]
 
[image: image4.wmf]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
October 30, 2001



                     Patrick Gross      - (605) 624-7060 or











   (605) 352-1102

FEDERAL OFFICIALS AWARD FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR AREA PROJECTS

Webster - USDA Rural Development officials joined local leaders in northeastern South Dakota this week to present financial support from the federal government for community projects.

In Webster, the Day County Champion Community organization will receive a $99,000 grant to establish a revolving loan fund.  The funds will go to the non-profit organization which was formed following work with local officials to develop a strategic plan for the revitalization of Day County. 















                                               Day County Champion Community Executive Director Bob Kazmierski said, "We have worked to obtain this funding for several months as we believe a revolving loan fund will greatly help small businesses in our communities.” The Champion Community status and related work includes several communities in  Day County and is supported with technical assistance by USDA Rural Development.

The Shining Star Day Care Center, near Enemy Swim, is receiving a $42,800 USDA Community Facilities grant in support of their activities. The Day Care serves area families and was supported by the 'Governor’s House' through a donation of a prison built building.  The grant award comes from a one-time funding opportunity provided by USDA Rural Development for counties that have a “not-employed rate” exceeding 19.5%.  Marketing Director Mike Keating, representing the State of South Dakota, was also in attendance at the award presentation.

Additionally, the Sisseton-Wahpeton Community College will receive, from a one time funding source for Native American Colleges, a grant totaling $270,000, which will be used for an addition to a campus facility and improvements to a maintenance building. 

Lynn Jensen, State Director for Rural Development in South Dakota said, “These grants represent meaningful ways in which the federal government can support local communities across rural South Dakota.” He continued, “Our staff worked very well with local leaders to make these funding opportunities available.”

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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