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RANDALL WATER SYSTEM RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING:               

SEVERAL PARTNERS INVOLVED

Lake Andes - USDA Rural Development staff participated Tuesday in a ceremony for Randall Rural Water where they presented loan and grant awards totaling $4.28 million for improved services, an expanded customer base, collaboration with Aurora-Brule Rural Water System, and water supplies for Davison Rural Water supporting water quality improvement activities.

Lynn Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development and members of the USDA staff attended the event, which included several partners. Other project participants include the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Community Development Block Grant office in Pierre, the Third Planning and Development District in Yankton, the Yankton Sioux Tribe, and rural water systems of Randall Rural Water, Davison Rural Water, Aurora-Brule Rural Water

Jensen said, “This funding represents another serious federal commitment to rural water systems and the people they serve.” He continued, “We have been very impressed with the partnering on this project. It speaks directly to our ability to work together in South Dakota to get critical projects funded.”  USDA provides funding for water and wastewater projects statewide through programs of the Rural Utilities Service. Jensen also said that he expects USDA to be involved in funding at an estimated additional $2.75 million for the completion of the anticipated delivery of water to Aurora-Brule and Davison Rural Water Systems.

Total phased project costs are estimated at $9.75 million, which includes funding from sources other than USDA in the amount of $2.765 million. 

Alvin Van Zee, Manager for Randall Community Water District said, “The upgrades by Randall Community Water District benefits three independent rural water systems which will bring water to new customers, including the Plankinton Training School.”

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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