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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
April 10, 2003



                                 Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

FEDERAL OFFICIALS ATTEND GROUNDBREAKING FOR THE CITY OF 
BOX ELDER

Box Elder – USDA Rural Development Director Tim Potts, USDA Rural Development Manager David Adrian, and Rural Development Specialist Mavis Hass attended the loan closing, pre-construction conference and groundbreaking for the City of Box Elder on Thursday, April 10, 2003. 

The City of Box Elder will receive $1,190,813 loan and $910,655 grant funds from USDA Rural Development's Water and Environmental Program.  The funds will be used towards the extension of an existing sewer line and will bring service to unserved areas within the corporate city limits.  This project will provide sewer service to 180 users that were annexed into the city some years ago but never provided sewer service.  Currently, these users are on inadequate private systems.

Mayor Vern Kienzle said, "The City of Box Elder has been working on this project a long time.  By having an updated sewer system in place near Exit 61, Box Elder now has the ability to grow."  He continued, "By extending the sewer line, it will alleviate the use of five lagoons, give Box Elder the chance to prosper along the interchange and will provide service to three new housing projects near Radar Hill."

USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen said, “These funds are going towards a much needed project addition in this community.  I am pleased that our funds will help support the City of Box Elder's extension to their sewer system and that this system provides them with an avenue for growth."

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office.  Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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