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FEDERAL OFFICIALS ATTEND RURAL WATER MEETING:
Randall Rural Water System Partners With Aurora-Brule and Davison Rural Water Systems
Pickstown - USDA Rural Development officials, including Business Programs Director Robert R. Bothwell, Rural Development Director Les Boehmer and Rural Development Managers Sherrie Lewis and Tim Murray joined officials of three rural water systems on Friday where water purchase agreements were signed that ultimately will enable the local systems to provide water to over 5,000 area water consumers.

Bothwell said, “USDA has been a financial partner for rural water systems across South Dakota for many years. No project has been more creative on partnering for the benefit of local water users than this one” (referring to the three systems that have partnered on several area projects to expand water use).  Bothwell and staff pointed out that several creative projects and agreements were put together by staff and directors of the Randall, Aurora-Brule and Davison Rural Water Systems so that 13 communities will receive quality water supplies. Through these agreements and expansion of services both Plankinton and Mt. Vernon will add 1,078 water users.  Randall Rural Water will be completely serving the Davison Rural Water System and expanding water capacity to Aurora-Brule Rural Water.











                                    
                                                Through the funding of both loans and grants, and local cash match of the three water systems, approximately $15.6 million dollars have been targeted to expanding the use of rural water in south central South Dakota.  Loan and grant funds came from USDA Rural Development, the State of South Dakota, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Water officials and USDA point out that they have targeted funds for the addition of both new users and letting local water systems add bulk customers, who in turn serve rural areas. The latest project and water use agreements signed this week will combine 3,074 community hookups to an existing 2,225 farm water taps in the service area of the three systems. 

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office.  Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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