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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
February 27, 2003



                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102

MIDSTATES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE COMING MARCH 25TH
Huron - The Midstates Conference, a joint Iowa – Nebraska - South Dakota community development conference will be held on March 25, 2003 at the Marina Inn in South Sioux City, Nebraska. The focus of the one-day program is advancing community and rural development in rural communities and counties in the three-state region. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Chuck Fluharty, a rural development specialist with the University of Missouri, a well-known expert on rural issues and development strategies.  Fluharty, director of the Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI) at the University of Missouri, has studied rural areas around the middle west and has spoken frequently on this topic. He will be discussing strategies communities can employ for sustainable growth and development.

The theme of the conference is “Working together for a brighter future – sharing ideas that work”. The conference is designed for community and rural leaders, city and county elected officials, chamber and economic development boards and professionals, local business leaders and community volunteers.
The one day conference, which begins at 8:30 a.m., features twelve breakout sessions that will address a broad array of topics in community development, technology, citizen involvement, and entrepreneurship, with presentations by local leaders who were involved first hand on successful development projects. 

The conference was organized by Iowa State University Extension, University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension, USDA Rural Development of Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota, Center of Rural Affairs, Nebraska Loess Hills RC&D, Sioux Rivers RC&D, SIMPCO Council of Governments, City of South Sioux City, Nebraska, and the Plymouth County Economic Development Office.

Financial sponsors include Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative, Nebraska Public Power District, Security National Bank, Heidman Law Firm, Warner Financial Group, Midwest Equipment, Woodbury County Farm Bureau, Nebraska Department of Economic Development, Northwestern State Bank, and Wells Blue Bunny.

Registrations are due by March 17. A conference program and registration form can be downloaded from this web site:  http://www.extension.iastate.edu/communities/Midstates.pdf 

For more information, call Alan Vandehaar, ISU Extension, at 712-276-2157.

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office.  Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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